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IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 9, 1833. 

The PRESIDENT cpre tem. nted the cre- 
dentiale of the Hon. WILLIAM C. PRESTON, 
elected a Senator from the State of South Caro- 
lina to supply the vacancy occasioned by the resig- 
nation of the Hon. Stephen D. Miller. 

Also, the credentials of the Hon. SAMUEL 
McKEAN, elected a Senator from the State of 
Pennsylvania, in the place of the Hon. George 
M. Dallas, whose term of service had expired. 

He also informed the Senate of the receipt of 
credentials of the Hon. DANIEL WEBSTER, 
reélected a Senator from the State of Massachu- 


setts. 

Mr. FRELENGHUYSEN presented the cre- 
dentials of the Hon. SAMUEL L.SOUTHARD, 
elected a Senator from New Jersey in the place 
of the Hon. Mahlon Dickerson, whose term of 
service had expired. 

Whereupon Messrs. WEBSTER, SOUTHI- 
ARD, and PRESTON appeared, were qualified, 
and took their seats. 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the creden- 
tials of the election of the Hon. Mr. ROBBINS 
were referred to the special committee appointed 
on that subject. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the election of a Secretary; when it a 
peared that Waiter Lowrie was unanimously 
elected, he having received 39 votes. 

The Senate then proceeded to the election of a 
Sergeant-at-Arms; when it appeared that 

William Robinson had.............5 votes. 

Mountjoy Bailey....ess0seseee. 2 

John Shackford. ..sce.ccccssecee sd 6 

Oi Be sind ve oicte Stewed sesil “ 

Edward Wyer. ..csscccecsessees 2 “ 

W. Henry...cccccccscccccssseee 1 88 

Major Randolph. ...-cecceecceces 1 66 


So it appeared that John Shackford, having re- 
ceived a majority of votes, was duly elected Ser- 
geant-at-Arms and Doorkeeper. 

The Senate then proceeded to the election of an 
Assistant Doorkeeper; when it appeared that Ste- 
phen Haight was elected on the sixth ballot. 

The ballotings were as follows: 


Ist. 2d. 3d. 4th. Sth. Gth. 
Stephen Haight.. eeencat 12 15 19 20 20 
William Robinson.....8 2 14 16 16 17 
oO. Ss. EMI. bn.we-00.bieae tall 
WO «ow o 6d.n0 tee oe 
James Young. «-0+.4+.2 
W. H. Campbell.......2 
Edward Sebati ts 
Thomas Fillebrown, jr..1 
Charles a TS | 
Nevin. socscencecesseed 
John Taliaferro......+.«2 
pi OS Shyla agen 
T. Brown, jr.ce.s.00+0 


Mr. CLAY moved the postponement of the 
choice of Chaplain; which, on motion of Mr. 
CHAMBERS, of Maryland, was appointed to 
take place to-morrow. 

Mr. BENTON pro a resolution calling 
for information from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury relative to the amount of public moneys de- 
posited in the United States Bank. 

Mr. CLAY moved that the resolution be laid on 
the table; not that he had any objection to the 
resolution itself, but he wished that the country 
should have an opportunity of ascertaining the 
condition of other banks as well as that of the 
United States. 

The resolution was laid on the table. 


_Mr. CALHOUN, on leave given, presented a 
bill to repeal the act of last session, providing for 
the collection of duties on imports; which 
to a second reading. 

_Mr. BENTON, es to notice - leave 

ven, presented a bill ting to the State of 
tens a certain qealty of fand for purposes 
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of internal improvement, &c.; which was read a 
first time and passed to a second reading. 

Iso, a joint resolution relative to an alteration 
of the Constitution of the United States in rela- 
tion to the election of President and Vice Pres- 
ident of the United States; which, on motion of 
Mr. BIBB, was laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, a bill to 
lands longest in 
| a second reading. 
| Mr. MOORE, on leave given, presented a bill 
to establish a pension agency in North Alabama, 
which passed to a second reading. 

Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, introduce a bill to provide for compen- 
sating certain citizens of the United States for 
French spoliations upon their commerce. 

The Assistant Doorkeeper, Stephen ee 
here presented himself and was sworn into office. 

The resolution altering the 34th rule of the Sen- 
ate, in relation to the appointment of standing com- 
mittees, was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. SPRAGUE was in favor of the proposed 
amendment of the rule. His object was to restore 
to the Senate the business of choosing its own 
committees. Power should never be unnecessa- 
rily delegated. He thought the appointment of 
committees was of the utmost importance; and 
should always be exercised by the Senate itself, 
unless great inconvenience should be found to re- 
sult from it. Committees might be denominated 
the eye of this body. Their information is sent 
forth to the world, and that had a material effect 
in the formation of public opinion. He was not 
presenting to the Senate, to adopt, anything of a 
| novel nature, but to return to the usages of the 
body long since adopted. From the first Congress 
| until the year 1823 the standing committees were 
elected by the Senate. In 1828 or ’29 the change 
was made, giving to the Vice President the power 
of appointment, and he thought it ought now to be 
resumed. 

Mr. GRUNDY was opposed to any alteration 
of the rule, and was not prepared to vote for any, 
unless there‘ Was strong probability that some 
benefit was to result from it. He admitted that 
there had been a great diversity of practice in that 
body on that subject. Originally the Senate had 
elected its own committees, but were induced to 
change the practice from the embarrassments 
which arose out of it. And he saw a great diffi- 
culty that would arise again. A plurality would 
elect a committee. Five votes might, and ten in 
many instances would, place particular members 
on important committees. He had seen but little 
inconvenience result from the rule as it at present 
stands; too little, indeed, to authorize a change 
now to be made. Some gentlemen had ability to 
| discharge duties which others had not; and givin 
| the power of appointment to one individual woul 
| enable him te equalize and distribute the duties 
and labors of gentlemen better than would result 
| by leaving it to chance. He was glad to hear that 
| this motion was not predicated upon any objec- 

tion to the present presiding officer, and until some 
better objections could be produced against the 
present rule, he should vote to support it. 

Mr. BIBB wished to understand what would 
| be the ruleof the Senate if this resolution was 
adopted. A majority would elect a chairman, 
and a ee ee the other members of the 
committees. He would move an amendment to 
the proposition, that a majority should be neces- 


duate the prices of the public 
e market; which was passed to 








sary to a choice of each of the members of the 
committee. He had seen four or five elect a com- 
mittee. This was no election by the ayes, but was 
entirely the result of chance. He would, there- 
fore, move the amendment which he had sug- 
gested, which was adopted. 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, was opposed to the 
whole proposition. He thought it must be . 
ted three fourths of the 
in the election of standing 


rent, that if it was ado 
time would be consum 
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committees. The inconvenience of the balloting 
system had caused the Senate to run into the other 
extreme, and give the whole power of appoint- 
ment to one individual, the Vice President. This 
seemed like something indelicate to the Presiding 
Officer. The pro system would place many 
of the same members on so many committees as 
to make it objectionable in that respect. The 
existing rule ensures a parceling out and equal- 
izing of the duties and burdens of business, and 
members would be selected with reference to their 
various qualifications. 

Mr. CHAMBERS made a few remarks in sup- 

ort of the proposed alteration, which were inaud- 
ible in the gallery, except that-he was understood 
as maintaining the position thet the political com- 
plexion of the committees ought to accord with 
that of the Senate. 

Mr. WRIGHT was unfavorable to an alteration 
of the rule for the present. He had not the ad- 
vantage of experience, but he had reflected on the 
subject: the committees require a duplicate of all 
the members of the Senate, and, therefore, choice 
and not chance ought to prevail in selecting them. 
The former objection was, that the Vice President 
not being selected by the Senate, nor accountable 
to them, should not appoint the committees, and it 
was transferred to the Presiding Officer, who was 
one of the body. The adoption of the rule in 1828 
was considered as an intimation to the Vice Presi- 
dent that he should relieve the Senate from the 
inconvenience of electing committees, and give 
them an opportunity of appointing one of their 
own body to perform that = 

[The honorable gentleman here referred to the 
Journals to show that the Vice President was not 
in the habit of taking his seat in the Senate until 
a much later period in the session than the pres- 
ent. 

The honorable gentleman did not know why the 
Vice President had absented himself, but he (Mr. 
W.] believed he had done so from respect to the 
Senate, and in compliance with the practice of the 
Senate and existing rules. 

Mr. CLAY made some remarks in support of 
the amended rule, which we are cotapin to 


mit. 

Mr. BIBB then moved to reconsider the vote 
adopting his amendment; which was agreed to, 
and the amendment was then negatived, 

The question of adopting the resolution (in its 
original memes) being about to be put, the Presiding 
Officer (Mr. Waite] asked to be excused from 
voting; which 

Mr. POINDEXTER briefly objected to. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN said he felt seriously 
embarrassed by the present proposition, and as he 
wished time to consider of it, he moved that the 
Senate adjourn; which was agreed to. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, December 9, 1833. 


Messrs. WISE and PLUMMER appeared, 
were qualified, and took their seats. 

The several standing committees were an- 
nounced from the chair, as follows: 

_Elections,—Messrs. Claiborne, Griffin, Haw- 
kins of North Carolina, Banks, Vanderpoel, 
Jones of Georgia, Peyton, Hamer, and Hann 
Ways and Means.—Messrs. Polk, Wilde, Ca - 
breleng, Gorham, McKim, Binney, Loyall, Mc- 
Kinley, and Hubbard. 

Claims.—Messrs. Whittlesey of Ohio, Barber, 
Mcintire, Grennell, H. King, Gholson, Cramer, 
Forester, and Bynum, 

Commerce.—Messrs. Sutherland, Davis of Mas- 
sachusetts, Harper, Foot, McKay, Lawrence, 
Pinckney, Heath, and Selden. - 

Public Lands.—Mesers. Clay, Duncan, Boon, 
Mason, Clayton, Slade of Vermont, Leavitt, 
Ashley, and Inge. 

Post Offices and Post Roads.—Messrs. Conner, 
Kavanagh, Pearce of Rhode Island, Thomas of 
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Louisiana, Briggs, Murphy, Lane, Lytle, and |] honorable member argued at some length in sup- 


Laporte. 

District of Columbia.—Mesers. Chinn, W. B. 
Shepard, McKennon, Stoddert, Allen of Virginia, 
Dennis, Hiester, Fillmore, and Taylor. 

igiary.—Messrs. Bell of Tennessee, Elis- 
worth, Foster, Gordon, Beardsley, Thomas of 
Maryland, Hardin, Parks, and Pierce of New 
Hampshire. 

Revolutionary Claims.—Messrs. Muhlenberg, 
Crane, Bates of Massachusetts, Standifer, Bouldin, 
Marshall, Young, Baylies, and Turrill, 

Public Expendilures.—Messrs. Davenport, Lyon, 
Paige, Clarke of Pennsylvania,  Aedaaat § Gillet, 
Hal! of Vermont, McLene, and Kinnard. 

Private Land Claims.—Messrs. Johnson of Ten- 
nessee, Mardis, Carr, Galbraith, Mann of New 
York, Cage, Felder, Casey, and Bull. 

Manufactures.—Mesers. Adams of Massachu- 
setts, Liuntington of Connecticut, Denny, Davis 
of South Carolina, Corwin, Dickerson, Martin- 
dale, McComas, and Osgood. 

Agricullure.—Messrs. Bockee, Taylor of Vir- 
ginia, Hathaway, Barnitz, Bean, Dunlop, Clow- 
ney Turner, and Davis of Kentucky. 

ndian lffairs.—Messrs. Lewis, Gilmer, Mc- 
Carty, Everett of Vermont, Graham, Allen of 
Ohio, Dickinson of Tennessee, Howell, and Love. 

ny Affairs. —Messrs. Johnson of Kentucky, 
Vance, Speight, Ward, Blair of South Carolina, 
Thompson of Ohio, Burd, Coffee, and Bunch. 

Naval Affairs.—Messrs. White of New York, 
Williams, Watmough, Patton, Lansing, Reed, 
Grayson, Parker, and Smith. 

Foreign /Uffairs.—Messrs. Archer, Everett of 
Massachusetts, Wayne, McDuffie, Hall of North 
ae Coulter, Jarvis, Pierson, and Carmi- 
chael. 
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port of his resolution, from the rules, practices, 
and usage of the House of Commons in England, 
some of which he cited, and contended, at some 
length, that they were not applicable to the institu- 
tions of this country. Where the Speaker, having 
to be approved of by the King, is not chosen sim- 
ply by the Representatives of the people, there 
ment exist a reason for the present rule which 
did not exist here. The practice of theSenate was 
in strict accordance with the rule he proposed for 
their adoption; as in all cases the President pro 
tempore, chosen by that body in the absence of the 
President provided by the Constitution, exercised 
the power of voting. Such was also the practice 
in the great or of the Honses of Assembl 

in the various States of the Union, although dif- 


| fering in some slight degree as to the time when 


the right should be exercised. He hoped, there- 
fore, that his motion would be sustained by the 
House, and thus they would restore to the person- 
age himself those rights, in the exercise of which 
he would then be in the same respect as other 
Representatives, subject to the control of that 
which now constituted the great moral lever which 
governs the world—public opinion. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND said that the rule pro- 
posed to be modified had been in operation ever 
since the year 1789. Coming from a State where 
every member of the legislative body votes viva 


_ voce, he thought the present rule ought to be abol- 


ished. There was nothing in favor of the present 
rule butancientusage. The Speaker’s vote should, 
in his opinion, be recorded, with that of other 
members, in order that his constituents may. see 
it, and the nation at large be able to, judge by his 
vote whether he is worthy ofthe chair or not. 
Here, in the great national council, every vote 


Territories.— Messrs. Williams, Allan of Ken- || ought to be given viva voce, and at a proper time 


tucky, Potts, Johnson of New York, Anthony, 
Wilson of Virginia, Jones of Ohio, Ewing, and 
Gamble. 

Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. Wardwell, 
Barringer, Tompkins, Moore of Virginia, Lea, 
Deming, W. K. Fuller, Fowler, and Bell of Ohio. 

Invalid Pensions —Messrs. Burges, Evans, 
Beale, Schley, Adams of New York, Schenck, 
Chilton, Chaney, and Mitchell of Ohio. 

Roads and Canals.—Messrs. Mercer, Blair of 
Tennessee, Vinton, Stewart, Rencher, Johnson 
of Maryland, Lucas, Pope, and Slade of Illinois. 

Revisal and Unfinished Business.—Mesars. Dick- 
son, Harrison of Pennsylvania, McVean, Shinn, 
and Beatty. 

Alccounts.—Messrs. Mann of Pennsylvania, Lee 
of New Jersey, Mitchell of New York, Crockett, 
and Miller. 

Expenditures in the Department of State.—A. H. 
Shepperd, Day, Beaumont, Bodle, and Patterson. 

Expenditures in the Department of the Treasury.— 
Messrs. Alien of Vermont, P. C. Fuller, Harper 
of Pennsylvania, Spangler, and Clark of N. Y. 

Expenditures in the Department of the Navy.— 
Messrs, Hall of Maine, Huntington of New York, 
Ramsey, Sloane, and Van Houten. 

Expenditures in the Department of the Post e.— 
Messrs. Hawes, Fulton, Wagner, and Lee of 
New Jersey. 

Expenditures in the Department of War.—Messrs. 
Whittlesey of New York, Deberry, Chambers, 
Webster of Ohio, and Halsey. 

Expenditures on the Public Buildings.—Messrs. 
Whallon, Darlington, brown, Henderson, and 

rd 


Hard. 

The SPEAKER announced thaton Wednesday 
next the several States would be called in their 
order for the presentation of petitions. 

Mr. PATTON submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the following shall be established 
as the 9th rule of this House: 

** In all cases the Speaker shall vote, and if the 
Age be equally divided the question shall be 

ost.”” 

Mr. PATTON said that the object which he had 
in view was rot in the slightest degree to ay 
the effect of the vote that might be given by the 
Speaker for the time being, nor to increase any of 
his powers; but it was to restore to his constitu- 
ents, and to himself, those high and valuable rivi- 
leges of which, by the present rule, he considered 
he was unjustly deprived, and which pertained to 
every Representative sent to the House. The 


/™ 


he should make a motion for the change of the 
rules to that end. We should then have no dis- 
pute about the counting of ballots, 

Mr. WAYNE was unable, by indisposition, 
he said, to enter fully into the subject at this time. 
The gentleman from Virginia talks of giving the 
Speaker the right to vote, as if he had not that 
right at present. But the fact is, that the present 
rule gives him additional power and privileges as 
amember. In his own opinion the rule ought to 
continue to stand as it now stood; but, as he was 
unable to go fully into the question at present, he 
would move the postponement of the further con- 
sideration of the motion till Mondgy next. 


Agreed to. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing messages; which were appropriately re- 
ferred: 

Wasutneron, December 6, 1833. 
To the House of Representatives: 

I transmit herewith to the House of Represent- 
ativesacommunication from the War Department, 
showing the circumstances under which the sum of 
$5,000, appropriated for subsistence of the Army, 
was fransferred to the service of the medical and 
hospital departments, and which, by the law au- 
thorizing the transfer, are required to be laid before 
Congress during the first of their session. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 
Wasniweron, December 6, 1833. 
To the House of Representatives: 

I transmit herewith, for the information of the 
House, the report of the survey made in pursu- 
ance of the fourth section of the act ef Congress 
of the 4th July, 1832, authorizing ‘‘ the survey of 
canal routes in the Territory of Florida.” 

ANDREW JACKSON. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 


On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, the House 
proceeded to the election of a Chaplain. 

Mr. WARD nominated the Rev. Thomas H. 
Stockton. 

Mr. CLAY nominated the Rev. J. A. Copp. 

Mr. WHITE nominated the Rev. Wm. Ham- 
mett. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH nominated the Rev. R. 
R. ee F 

Mr. EVANS nominated the Rev, Mr. Palfrey. 

The several members proposing the respective 
candidates were appointed tellers. 

On the first ballot 210 members voted—106 
being necessary to achoice. There were for the— 
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Rev. Mr. Stockton. ....-e+-+e00++-104 
Rev. J. A. Dopp .....cccccccscccee SD 
Rev. Wm. Hammett.......+-+.... 50 
Rev. R. R. Gurley. ....eeseeseeees 6 
Rev. Mr. Palfrey......eesewesesees 9 
Rev, Mr. Smithwcoscscccsscccscee ] 
NE 4 6ip -quameseuasidaininin atta bial eeeeer 6 
Scattering ....sscccccsscccsccccees 1 
None of the candidates having the requisite num- 
ber, a second ballot took place; when 194 members 
voted—98 necessary to achoice. For the— 
Rev. Mr. Stockton... cececssecesece -143 
Rev. Mr. Copp.....ccesecsecsesces 10 
Rev. Mr. Hammett......eessee000+ 34 
Rev. Mr. Gurley... ..ccccesccssees 2 
Rev. Mr. Palfrey. .i....cccsseccees 
Rev. Mr. Smith... c's. cccccccsccees 6 
awbedasd cck ys 8% se he Kide KUL cd 6 
‘Whereupon the Rev. Mr. Stockton was declared 
duly elected. 
After which, on motion of Mr. STEWART, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 10, 1833. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a petition from citi- 

zens of the city of Cincinnati, praying Congress to 

urchase all private interests in the Louisville and 
Portland canal; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY, on leave given, introduced a bill to 
appropriate, for a limited time, the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands. 

Mr. CLAY said that the bill contained no mate- 
rial alteration from that of last session; and, on 
motion, the bill was read the first time by its 
title. 

Mr. CLAY moved to take up for consideration 
the resolution submitted by Mr. Benton in rela- 
tion to the amount of moneys deposited in the 
Bank of the United States; which was agreed to. 





When 

Mr. CLAY offered the following amendment, 
as an additional resolution; which was read and 
agreed to: .... 

And resolved, also, That. the Secretary of the 
Treasury be directed to report to the Senate the 
names of all banks, and where they are respectively 
situated, which have been selected by him, in place 
of the Bank of the United States, as depositories 
of the public money; the amourt of the capital of 
the said banks respectively, distinguishing between 
what has been actually paid in by the stockhold- 
ers and what has not been paid; the amount of 
public money in each of the said banks on the first 
of October, the first of November, and the first of 
December, 1833, distinguishing between the sums 
standing to the individual credit of the United States 
and those standing to the credit of any public offi- 
cer, or other distinguished agent of the Govern- 
ment; the'amount of debts due from each of the said 
banks on each of the days aforesaid; the amount 
of notes in circulation, and the amount of specie in 
their vaults respectively; the names of the stock- 
holders in each of the said banks on the first day 
of September and the first day of October last, dis- 
tinguishing between foreigners and citizens of the 
United States; the mode in which transfers of the 
public money were made from the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States to the said banks respectively, whether 
by warrants or otherwise; if by warrants, whether 
they were issued in pursuance of appropriations 
previously made by law; and whether any such 
transfers were requested by the said banks,or either 
of them, or made by the ury, to sustain the 
credit of the said bank, orany of them; anda copy 
of all the correspondence between the Department 
of the Treasury and the said banks, or either of 
them, relating to thesaid transfers, or either of them; 
at what periods the several charters of the banks 
so designated as depositories of the public money 
expire, copies of the said charters; and whether the 
Secretary of the Treasury has been able to obtain 
at all the ports of the United States at which banks 
- een Se consent of nee to ae in 

eposite the public money upon such conditions as 
he approved, and if not, at what ports has be been 
unable to obtain such consent. : 

Mr. FORSYTH, on leave given, presented a bill 
to provide for the fulfilment of the compact of 1802 
between the United States and Georgia. . 

Mr. CLAY moved that the report of the Secre- 











tary in relation to the removal of the public de- 
osites be taken up and considered. 
Mr. C. said that the charter of the Bank of the 
United States provided for the deposite of the pub- 


lic moneys in that bank and its branches. It also |, 


vests in the Secretary of the Treasury the power 
of removing them to other places of deposite when 
he may think proper, but it also requires him to 

ive his reasons for so doing to the next Congress. 
The removal of the deposites had taken place, and 
the Secretary had told un it was by his order, and 
he submitted his reasons for doing sc. When the 
charter of the bank authorized a removal of the 
public moneys from its vaults, it intended and 
expected that when the act was done some sufli- 
cient reasons should be given for it, and that Con- 
gress should look at them, and examine into their 
sufficiency. Those reasons are now before us, 
and we are to decide whether the measure was a 
proper one, according to the Constitution and laws 
of the country; and if there was one question 
of public consideration of more importance than 
another, it was that which related to the custody 
of the public treasure. Now was the time to in- 
quire into the condition of the Treasury. The 
present Vice President had once said that we ought 
to inquire where the lost rights of the States were. 
Now he (Mr. C.) wanted to inquire where the 
Treasury of the United States was. He conceived 
it to be his duty as a Senator here to bring this 
question up. And as we were to judge whether 
the Secretary of the Treasury had acted wisely in 
this matter, we cught to judge of his reasons be- 
fore the whole Senate, and not refer it to a com- 
mittee. In order to do this, he hoped a day not 
far distant would be appointed for its considera- 
tion. He would therefore propose that the report 
of the Secretary be made the order for Monday 
next. 

Mr. BENTON said that the Secretary of the 
Treasury had announced distinctly his reasons for 
the removal to be on account of the misconduct of 
the Bank of the United States. He has charged 
the bank distinctly with interfering with the purity 
of elections, with corrupting and subsidizing the 

ress, with dishonoring its own paper and that of 
its branches. Here were charges of great crimi- 
nality on the part of the bank, and the question 
was whether we ought to go into a trial of the case 
here or refer it to some committee in the Senate. 
The House of Representatives, he contended, was 
the proper body before which the subject ought 
to be investigated, although he confessed the Sen- 
ate could entertain it. He wanted to examine 
these charges against the bank, and therefore he 
thought the report ought to be referred to a com- 
mittee. 

The postponement was agreed to. 


Mr. CLAY submitted the following resolution; 
which was read and laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform the Senate whether a paper 
under date the —— day of September, 1833, pur- 
porting to have been read by him to the heads of 
the several Departments, relating to the deposites 
of the public money in the Treasury of the United 
States, and alleged to have been ee by his 
authority, be genuine or not; and if it be genuine, 
that he be also requested to lay a copy of said 
paper before the Senate. 

_Mr. WEBSTER, on leave given, presented a 
bill to provide satisfaction for the claims of citi- 
zens of the United States for French spoliations; 
which passed to a second reading. 

_Mr. WILKINS, on leave given, presented a 
bill for the relief of A..G. Ralston and Girard 
Ralston; which passed to a second reading. 

Mr. KING submitted the following resolution; 
which was read and laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
‘be instructed to inquire into the expediency of au- 
thorizing the President of the United States to 
appoint an agent to receive evidence of losses sus- 
tained by the inhabitants of the now State of Ala- 
bama by a hostile eruption of a party of Creek 
Indians in the year 1814, by which Fort Mims 
was taken, and those who had fled there for pro- 
tection massacred. 

The Senate then proceeded to the election of a 
Chaplain, which resulted in the choice of the Rev. 
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Mr. Haren, on the 6th ballot. The ballotings | upon them. He re ated, that he was only influ- 
were as follows: 


enced by motives of delicacy and respect towarda 


Ist. Qd. 3d. 4th. 5th. Gth, || thehigh-minded gentleman who occupied the chair 
Mr. Post.....13 14 16 15 14 il in submitung the\motion in accordance with his 
Mr. Pise.....10 6 1 is l wishes, and he would willingly withdraw it, but 
Mr. Smith....8 11 11 lh’ 8 6 | could not do so until he had an intimation to that 
Mr. Hatch... 10 12 12 17 93 || @Mectfromhim. ’ 
Mr. Orr..ccceel 0 0 O Q 0 || Mr. GRUNDY said, when the Vice President 


would arrive here he was not informed. He 
Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- i would say, however, what he knew on the sub- 
tion: || ject, and that was, that for the last three or four 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be || sessions the Vice President never had arrived in 
directed to communicate to the Senate any inform- || the Senate until the Presiding Officer had ap- 
ation in his power or possession to show that the || pointed the committees. He did not argue upon 
Bank of the United States or its branches, at any || the propriety or impropriety of his absence, but 
time heretofore, have refused or delayed to receive || he would say that his predecessors had acted in the 
the notes of any of the branches in payment.or | same way. It might be wrong; but if that gen- 
deposite. | tleman had acted in conformity to practice and 
he Senate then proceeded to the order of || usages of his predecessors, which had not been 
the day, and resumed the consideration of Mr. || objected to, why ought it now to be complained 


| Spracue’s resolution-to alter the mode of electin \| of? As to avoiding or assuming responsibility, 


their standing committees by the Senate, instea | 
of being, as formerly, appointed by the President 


‘o tem. 

PYM. WHITE (President pro tem.) renewed the 
request which he had previously made, to be ex- 
cused from voting. 

Mr. CLAY, believing that the President was 
impelled to make this request from a sense of deli- 
cacy, and disposed to feel the highest respect for 
him and his motives, he presumed the Senate 
would not hesitate to agree to it, and he submit- 


he viewed that matter in this way: when it was 
|| the duty of an officer to act, let him act. He ob- 
| jected to the Presiding Officer being excused from 
|-voting on this question, because he could not con- 
| sent that the State of Tennessee should have but 
| one voice in determining it. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that, as allusions had been 
|| made to himself, he felt compelled to make a re- 
| mark, although he had intended not to have taken 
| part in the discussion. He never knew that there 
| was an understanding that the Vice President 
ted a motion to that effect. should absent himself to enable the Presiding Offi- 

Mr. GRUNDY could not, from a sense of duty, || cer to appoint the committees. He trusted that 
consent to this motion, and trusted that on further | no gentleman would charge him with having ab- 
reflection the President himself would withdraw || sented himself at the commencement of the ses- 
it. He (Mr. G.) was opposed to it, because he || sion to avoid the responsibility of appointing the 
thought the right of voting belonged to the office, || committees. His absence had been solely caused 
and ought to be exercised by the occupant of the || by domestic affliction, or some other unavoidable 
chair until the rule itself was altered. The re- || cause. He never had absented himself on that 
quest, he knew, had proceeded from a nice sense || account. - He concurred with the gentleman from 
of honor on the subject at issue, and he would have || Mississippi [Mr. Pompexrer] that appointments 
been happy if he could, consistent with his sense || should be made by the Senate itself. 
of duty, comply with it. If he had asked to be||} Mr. WHITE, the Presiding Officer, begged leave 
excused, he saw little if any difference in the re- || of the Senate to make a few remarks. ( eave was 
spective situations of himself and the President if || granted.) Mr. W. then said that he felt very del- 
he was excused. Im that case, if he.(Mr. G.) || icately situated on this subject. If he voted against 
voted for the motion, he voted to give himself that || the proposition, it might be supposed he acted on 
increase of power which he voted to take away || the principle that power is never so well exercised 
from the President, the only difference being that || as when it is in our own hands. If he voted to 
the President might have it in his power to vote to || take the poweraway from the Presiding Officer, he 
retain a greater portion than hecould have. There || might be charged with having been governed by 
was another consideration which to him appeared || the principle that he dreaded the responsibility. 
of some force: the chair was occupied only tem- || There was no duty more unpleasant than the ap- 
porarily; circumstances might arise by the follow- || pointment of the standing committees, and he 
ing day by which the Vice President appointed by || thought no one had so performed that duty as to 
the Constitution to occupy the chair might arrive; || give entire satisfaction to every member of the 
and in the meantime, by now declining to vote, || Senate, and it was difficult, if not impossible, for 
or the Senate by agreeing to excuse, a radical || any gentleman to perform it with satisfaction to 
change in the rule of their emeeeras ee having || himself. If it was the pleasure of the Senate to 
an important influence, might thereby be produced, || excuse him it would give him pleasure; but if he 
which he thought it desirable to avoid. Forthese || were compelled to vote, he should dogo to the best 
reasons he regretted that he could not comply with | of his judgment, and according to the dictates of 
the wishes of the President. | his own conscience. 

Mr. CLAY, in explanation, said that he was On the question excusin 
influenced, in acceding to the wishes of the Presi- || voting, Mr. GRUNDY call 
dent to be excused, simply from the consideration || there were, yeas 2], nays 19. 
that it appeared that he continued to feel,afterdue | Mr. FORSYTH said that the manner in which 
reflection upon the subject—after the intervention || the committees were constituted was a matter of 
of a night since the request was first made—the || perfect indifference tohim. But, from the manner 
same delicacy as to voting on this question. He || in which the conduct of a distinguished gentleman, 
could not see any force in the grounds upon which || (the Vice President,) then absent, had been treat- 
the motion was to be opposed. He denied that || ed, he felt bound to make a few remarks in his 
the honorable Senator and the President were in || defence. He had always understood that the rule 
the same situation as to the relative power to be || was an invitation to the Vice President to absent 
acquired by them under the circumstances, the || himself so as to give the Senate an opportunity of 
relative power of the honorable Senator being only || appointing its committees by one of its own mem- 
in the proportion of forty-one to one, whilst on || bers. As to the absence of the Vice President, he 
the other side it was a question whether the power || knew that that gentleman remained away from 
would devolvealtogether uponone man. He was || respect to the rule, from respect to himself, and 
always disposed to applaud the motives by which || from respect to the members of the Senate. He 
it appeared the honorable President was actuated. || knew well, from the known character of the gen- 
He, it appeared, was not disposed to retain power || tleman whose conduct is here impeached, as well 
in the present instance, With respect tothe sug- || as from his past history, that he never shrunk 
gestion that the Vice President should arrive on || from o- duty which the station to which he had 
the morrow, he would say he regretted his ab- || been called imposed upon him. Committees were 
sence; for if he had been here, as he ought to have || appointed to collect facts and to’state them fairly; 
been, at the post assigned him by the Constitution, || they were not to be understood as expressing the 
the Senate would have been saved the necessity of || voice of the Senate. We speak by our laws and 
the present motion, aa it would then follow, as || resolutions. God forbid that we should speak by 
matter of course, that the former practice of elect- || our committees, which very frequently report and 
ing committees by ballot would of right devolve '' say very strange things. The object of commit- 








Mr. Wuarre from 
for a division, when 











oe NE Sa RT 


7 ge ens! 


ee ee 
: 


SPOR AME NT BE 





; 
t 


_ choosing prevented such an interference, he thought 
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tees is to facilitate and mature business for the friends, it may well be regarded, also, as a public 
action of the Senate. The ordinary business did || calamity to his particular district, and will assur- 
not require that committees should be appointed || edly be a subject of regret to the people of his 
by ballot; he admitted there might be extraordina- | State in general. Under these circumstances, he 
matters for consideration ‘when the committe®s || proposed that the House should pay a becoming 
ought to be chosen in that way, but in such exi- || tribute to his memory, well knowing that it was 
gencies the choice of committees was completely | not only in conformity with the of the 
within the power or the Senate. He thought the | House upon several occasions, but that it could 
present rule was better calculated to attain the de- || not be bestowed on a more worthy man, on a 
sired end than any other. Were committees, he || purer patriot; a man of whom all who knew him 
would ask, to be chosen with reference to parties? || concurred in saying that his private life was a 
How many ies are there here? One, two, || beautiful exemplification of every Christian virtue, 
three, four, or five? Certainly three, and there || and that as a politician and patriot, he uniformly 
was not a majority of that body of either party. || exhibited an ardent attachment to the rights of the 
‘Were they to be chosen by arrangements made || people, and to the ‘great cause of constitutional 
out of doors, and with reference to partisan feel- || liberty. With these few remarks, which he had 
ings? He hoped not; and as the present mode of || felt it his duty to submit in justice to the charac- 
ter of one whose memory deserved a far better 
that it was best. | tribute than any he could offer, he now proposed 
Mr. SPRAGUE made a few aditional remarks || the following resoiutions for the consideration of 
in support of the proposed amendment of therule, || the House: F f F 
after which the question being taken on his reso- Resolved, That this House has received with 
lution, was decided in the affirmative: deep regret the melancholy intelligence of the 
YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Calhoun, Chambers, || death of the Hon. Tuomas D. Sincueron, a Rep- 
Clay, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, Knight, || resentative elect from the State of South Caro- 
Mangum, Naudain, Poindexter, Prentice, Pres- || lina. ; 
ton, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, || Resolved, That this House tender the expression 
Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, and Webster—22. of their sympathy to the relatives of the deceased 
NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Brown, For- || upon this mournful event, and that, in testimony 
th, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King, || of their r for his loss, and respect for his 
core, Morris, Rives, Robinson, Shepley, Tal- || memory, the members will wear crape upon the 
madge, Tipton, Wilkins, and Wright—18. left arm for thirty days. 


On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. The House then adjourned. 
, December 10, 1833. 
Tvespay, December 10, 1833 IN SENATE. 
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On motion of Mr. McDUFFIE, the report of | 
the Secretary of the Treasury on the removal of | Wepvyespar, December 11, 1833. 
the deposites was taken up and referred to the || Mr. BIBB, pursuant to notice given, presented 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the | certain joint resolutions providing for an alteration 
Union. 1 in the ee of the a oo in = 

DEATH OF THE HON. T. D. SINGLETON. || to the mode of electing the President and Vice 

Mr. PINCKNEY, of South Carolina, rose and | President, and then moved to lay the same on the 
stated that he held in his hand certain resolutions || ‘able, and print them. Mr. B. said he felt no dis- 
which he would respectfully ask leave to offer for || Position to press the consideration of the resolu- 
adoption by the House. Fle believed that it had || tions now, and therefore moved that the second 
always been customary for the House to adopt || Monday in January next be assigned for taking 
suitable tributes of respect to its deceased mem- |, them up, and also the resolutions offered by Mr. 
bers. The South Carolina delegation had heard, | Benton some days since on the same subject, at 
with deep regret, of the death of their colleague, || the same time; which was agreed to. _ 
the Hon. Tuomas D. Sivoxeron, and it was his | Mr. BENTON,on leave given, presented a bill 
painful duty to communicate that mournful inform- || 0 increase the pay of the medical staff of the Army 
ation to the House. He died at Raleigh whilst || of the United States. : ' 
on his journey to the capital, whither he was has- | Mr. KING, on leave given, presented a bill 
tening to assume his seat, and to vagemars his du- | “= relief of Thomas Rhoads and Jeremiah 
ties as a member of this body. It was a source °- : 
of grateful consolation to his colleaguita tolearn,as || Mr. KING. we on ad gives paponanes a 
they had done, that he received ot? coed I] ya tang relief of John ender an iuliam 
tention during his illness from the kindness and || . Y . 
humanity of the citizens e Raleigh, and that = | on rag mentioned bills passed to a second 
Legislature of North Carolina, ina manner equally | . : i 
honetahte to him and to themselves, had evinced | Mr. CLAY moved the consideration of Mr. 
their respect for his public character and private || Benton’s resolution relative to the amount of 
virtues, by attendin his remains to the tomb. It || moneys in deposite at particular periods in the 
was true that the deceased had not had it in his || Bank of the United States. ease Ob aes 

wer to appear and qualify as a member of the | The question being Ot the adoption = 
Bouse: but as it was well known that he was a || CLAY’s amendment, Mr. - Suggested a modifica- 
Representative elect, and that he died whilst in the || tion of it, and a ee nating to 
very act of endeavoring to reach this city, he cer- || Know the “‘ current market value of the stock of 
tainly deserved every testimonial of respect to each of the said State banks on the first of Sep- 


which he would have been entitled if he had actu- || ‘ember and first of November, 133,” which was 
ally qualified, and might justly be considered as | agreed to, and the amendment adopted. 

having literally fallen in the discharge of his du- || The following resolution. submitted yesterday 
ties and in the service of his country. It was the || by Mr. Cray, was taken up for consideration: 
fortune of Mr. P. to have had but a slight per- | Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States 
sonal acquaintance with the deceased, but that | be requested to inform the Senate whether a paper 
acquaintance, slight as it was, was sufficient to || under date the 18th day of we eet 1833, pur- 
impress him with a high respect for his intelli- || porting to have been read by him to the heads of 
gence and virtues as a man, and with a deep con- || the several Departments, relating to the deposites 
viction of his exalted purity and devotion as a || of the public money in the Treasury of the United 
patriot. He would not detain the House, how- || States, and alleged to have been published by his 
ever, with anything like a regular eulogy of his || authority, be genuine or not; and if it be genuine, 
departed colleague. To those who knew him, || that he be also requested to lay a copy of said 
it would be entirely unnecessary—to those who | before the Senate. 

did not, it might prove a It would | he blank was then filled with the 18th. 

be sufficient, therefore, to say that he was emi-|| Mr. FORSYTH remarked that this was a very 
nenily honored and beloved by his constituents, | unusual call. He should like to know its purpose, 
amongst whom he possessed, as he deserved, al- | and what use was to be made of the paper when 
most unequalled larity and influence; and || obtained. Everybody supposes the paper to be 
that whilst his death inflicts a deep wound and an uine. Hehad always taken it forgranted that 
irreparable loss upon his immediate relations and || it was so. 
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Mr. CLAY said that the reasons for the call 
were so apparent, that he had thought it entirely 
unnecessary to offerany. The President, on the 
18th of September, is said to have read to his 
Cabinet a certain paper. That r has been 
pears to the sm of the United States ag 

is paper. But we have had no official communi- 
cation of the document, nor anything affirming it 
— be an rey ee coed e: President 

merely e paper to his Cabinet, without 
eS it — be a doubtful matter 
whether we the right to call for its communi- 
cation tous. But we have certainly the right to 
know from the highest source whether the paper 
is genuine or not; and, if it is, we had the right 
to be put in possession of it. At present, we 
had no proof of its genuineness, except the asser- 
tion of a newspaper; and it was not every asser- 
tion of a newspaper that could be relied upon. 
The only proof we had was the statement of the 
editor of a newspaper, and upon such evidence we 
ought not to presume that the paper is genuine. 
The proceeding of the President in promulgating 
the document—supposing the paper to be what it 
purports to be—is without a precedent in the 
annals of the country. It introduces a new fea- 
ture into the executive government of the coun- 
try. The President has the constitutional author- 
ity to call upon the heads of Departments for 
their opinions in writing, to assist him in the 
formation of an opinion. But here is a reversal 
of the case. A paper from the President is read 
to the heads of Department to assist them in the 
formation of an opinion. He would not go into 
the question why the deposites were removed 
from the place which the law authorizes to a place 
which the law does not authorize. That was a 
subject which, at a proper time, would come up 
for consideration. He had now risen merely to 
say, in reply to the gentlemen from Georgia, that 
he had not assumed the document to be genuine, 
and that if it was genuine, we had a right to cali 
for it. But if the gentleman from Georgia objects 
to the question whether the paper be genuine— 
why, I want the paper. I wish to treat the Ex- 
ecutive Department with all possible respect. I 
do not assume the paper to be genuine, because I 
do not know the fact. 

Mr. FORSYTH. If I understand the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, he admits that with the in- 
tercourse between the President and his Cabinet 
we have nothing to do. 

Mr. CLAY. I made no admission, either one 
way or another. I consider it would have been a 
difficult question had not the document been pro- 


u ; 

me FORSYTH. I consider the question pre- 
cisely the same, for the paper was addressed by 
the President to his confidential advisers. But 
he could not see that the gentleman had given 
any reason for desiring to have the paper. hy 
should we depart from the rules which have here- 
tofore governed us in relation to such papers in 
order to obtain a paper which we do not want? 
There was another branch of Congress which 
might have occasion for this document. If a crim- 
inal charge was to be made against the President 
this paper would be adduced as the evidence of 
his criminality. When the President should be 
brought to our bar, and put on a trial for his viola- 
tion of the Constitution, that paper would be pro- 
duced in support of the charge. He could see no 
reason why we should call for the document in 
ion. We have access to it;and for any pur- 
pose, whether of judgment or argument, on the 
subject to which it relates, it is already »efore us. 
He demanded the yeas and nays on the question; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. BENTON said the President had already 
nomena the paper to America and to Eu- 
rope. For.every purpose it was in our possession. 
But it was robelbly supposed that the President, 
eta called upon to communicate it to this body, 
would refuse to send it; and by such refusal he 
would, in his (Mr. B. Ai epee, exhibit a proper 
respect for himself and his office. Shall we follow 
out the question, and call upon the President to 
say whether any n er article attributed to 
him be genuine or not? I wish some person capa- 
ble of analysis would tell me the difference between 
calling upon the President for this paper and call- 
ing upon him for his speeches to his Cabinet, the 





1833. 
substance of which may have got into a news- 
paper. We may then go one step further, and 
call upon him for what he says in his Cabinet, 
while sitting in his chair, or for what he says toa 
single member of the Cabinet in his walks, the 
substance of which remarks may have been over- 
heard and reported. Where shallwe stop? We 
might just as well call for what the President said 
that day on the subject of the deposites, as for 
what he wrote that day. There would be no dis- 
tinction in law. It was all parole, 
no reason why any Senator might not take up the 
Globe which contains the article, and read it and 
rely upon it with as much certainty as if he had 
received it from the President himself. He o 
jected not to the use of the paper, but to the pro- 

sed call for it. He did not seek to protect the 

resident, but to protect ourselves from the re- 

roach of making a demend upon a codrdinate 
branch of the Government which we had no right 





to make. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said that the paper in 
question was one of great importance, and inti- 
mately connected with the affairs of the Govern- 
ment. If it was not so he would be the last man 
to vote for a resolution requiring it. The pe er 
was in the nature of instructions to heads of De- 
partments; and being so, he claimed the right on 
the part of the Senate to call on the President for 
a copy of it. He viewed it in the same light as 
instructions given by the President to a foreign 
minister under his own sign manual. He would 
inguire what was the question ultimately to be 
submitted? It was, whether the President should 
have the unlimited control of the purse of the 
country. Under the construction contended for 
of the power of the President, what would prevent 
him drawing from the Treasury ten millions of 
dollars? 
dollars from 
the Secretary should say, "I cannot sign a war- 
rant for the money without an app 
by law.’? What then? Why, the President turns 
re of the Treasury;’’ an appoints an 
ahem who will “ore to his wishes, ae pes ob- 
tain the complete control of the Treasury. Now, 
he (Mr. P.) insisted on his.right to call for a copy 
of this official act, and therefore he would vote for 
the resolution. 


Mr. FORSYTH said that the propriety of this || 


course of proceeding depended on the use which 
was to be made of the desired information when 
obtained. Hecould seenone. Certainly no offi- 
cial use could be made of it. He believed there 
could be no doubt of the genuineness of the paper; 
he thought that was known. Such a paper could 
only be officially used when the President was 
called to the bar of the Senate on a charge of 
criminal conduct. He thought this call was to be 
understood as a desire to prompt the other House 
to a proceeding by impeachment, and to condemn 
the President in advance. He thought that the 
similarity of cy Sant to the Executive cor- 
respondence witha foreign minister, as alluded to 
by the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Pom- 


DEXTER,} was not analogous.. He (Mr. F.) 
viewed the paper more as.a private letter, read to 
the head of a Department. ppose the President 


should write to such an officer, ‘* You are to give 
certain instructions to a foreign minister.’’ Could 
you call for that? He presumed not, no matter 
what was init. And if it contained the directest 
treason it was a subject within the proper sphere 
of action of the other House, and it only. 

Mr. ER said that, if the resolution pre- 
sented itself in a modified form, he thought there 
could be no objection to it. He viewed ap wr 
tion in a different light from the gentleman : 
Georgia, [Mr. Forsrru.}] The only doubt could 


be whether the paper'was an official act of the 
President, and he itwasso. it was 
sible that the motion of the gentleman from 


tucky [Mr. CLar] might be premature; but as he 
had no doubt that something would be before the 
Senate during the present session which would 
make it necessary to know the genuineness of the 
paper, he a the Senate ought to be in pos- 
session of it. He would express no opinion of it. 
He did not regard it in the nature of a private let- 
ter, but rather 






e. could see | 


b- | 


nh af he should ask ten millions of || question, that 


as a public document, and designed | respect for the 
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importance. It stands before the public like the 
proclamation. He knew of no law authorizing 
copies of proclamations to be sent to Congress, 
and yet he believed the President had sent copies 
of his proclamation last session both to the Senate 
and House of Representatives. He (Mr. W.) 
would suggest that that part of the resolution in- 
quiring into the genuineness of the paper be struck 
out, and that it simply call on the President for a 
copy of the paper. 
r, CLAY said he might er with accuracy 
that no paper ever was attempted to be used by 

the Senate without a call for it from the authority 
from which it emanated. It.was the parliamentary 
usage, and had always been the practice. As to 
the uses to which the paper was to be applied, the 
| gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Forsyru] seemed 
'| to think it could be used for no other than one 
|| purpose, that of impeachment. He (Mr. C.) had 
| no such design. It was a document affecting the 
| whole treasure of the United States. The gen- 
'tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Wessrer] 
| thought itprematur>. Why so? It was the duty 
| of Congress to look into the source of the removal 
| of the deposites; where they were removed; the 
| cause and the authority of their removal. He did 
| not know whether the paper was genuine; he 
| could not know it except from the highest author- 
| ity, and it was out of respect to the Chief Magis- 
| trate that he wished to inquire whether it was 
| genuine, and to obtain a copy of it. Asthat was 








1] 


is object, he would accept of the proposed modi- 


fication, 

Mr. BIBB said he had no disposition to inter- 
fere in this matter, except upon a sense of im- 
| perious duty. He would not have risen on the 
| subject except for the grounds on which the gentle- 

r. Forsyru] had placed the 


man from Georgia [ 
e paper was to be taken as gen- 





Secretary of the Treasury, and || uine because it had appeared in the newspapers. 


God forbid that he should tax upon the President 


ropriation made || everything which appeared in the papers. He 

, could not act on this document from a newspaper | 

round and says, ‘* Mr, ems anpoiot you Sec- || publication of it—he wanted an authentic copy of | 
us he 


it, The President in his message had referred 
| to the removal of the deposites; and the Secretary 
| of the Treasury, too, had given his reasons for so 
| doing. This paper emanated from the President, 
| as the President, to the heads of the Departments, 
| and was read to them, relative to a removal of the 
deposites. In his (Mr. B.’s) sense of it, it was 
| an official act of the President, and a public docu- 
; ment which the Senate is entitled to, without as- 
| suming the copy in the newspapers as genuine. 
| The modification of the gendeman from Massa- 
| chusetts (Mr. Wessrer] was more congenial with 
|| his taste, and he boped it would be agreed to. 
Mr. CALHOUN said he should vote for the 
| resolution with no feeling of disrespect towards 
the President, but because it was due to him, and 
due to the Senate itself, that it should have the 
a in its most authentic form. 
r. FORSYTH observed he had not said that 
per was to be taken officially as genuine by 


| 
the 
| the 
| newspapers too well. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Wessrer] viewed it as an Exec- 
| utive act. He (Mr. F.) viewed it in a very dif- 

ferent light. He thought you might, with just the 
| Same propriety, call on the President for Sie cor- 
|respondence with Mr. Duane as for this paper. 
| Thed are removed, and if it was the wish 





proper subject for the Senate. He had not said 
that the only purpose for which the paper could be 
|used was an impeachment. He had only used 
| that as an argument; andas he did not consider it 
as an official paper, but merely a letter addressed 
to the members of the Cabinet, he should vote 
against the resolution. : 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, said that the paper was 
one which it was supposed the President had read 
| to his Cabinet for the purpose of influencing his 
Cabinet. Lf so, he would ask could either branch 
_of Congress call on that officer to produce the de- 
| liberations of his Cabinet—confidential commu- 
| nications—that they might be spread before the 
| public? Its being in the rs did not alter 


| the case. He (Mr. K.) could not, witha pro 
Gredbien or ourselves, vote Sain 


for the public eye, and containing opinions of great '' resolution. It wasa call for what we had no right 





nate from the newspapers. He knew the || 


oe 
| of auleney to go behind that act and see where || t ‘ 
the criminality was, he would say it was not a || tary of the Treasury for information relative to 
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to ask—a confidential communication to the Cab- 
inet. It had been said that the President shrinks 
from no responsibility. He (Mr. K.) believed 
he shrunk from no proper responsibility, and he 
trusted he never would. 

Mr. CLAY observed that we had no right to 
call for a confidential communication to the Cabinet 
so long as it remained confidential. But this paper 
had been promulgated by the official organ of the 
Government, and its promulgation had given us 
the right to call for it. It had been said that the 
paper was published and its genuineness not con- 
tradicted, and therefore we ought to act upon it as 
if it were so. But when we can obtain evidence 
of the fact we ought to call for it. It had been 
said that the President might refuse to give it, and 





if he should do so, accompanied with a denial of 
the paper, then we would have a right to use the 
public version of it. Suppose the correspondence 
of a foreign minister were published, would we not 
have a right to call for it? ros the President 
should give an order upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury for payment of a sum of arr ee he 
should pay it, and place the order on file, would 
we not have a right to call for it? It was in con- 
sonance with precedence and ali usage to appeal 
to the highest authority for evidence oi = paper. 
Mr. KANE said that the reason which would 
influence him in his vote had not been touched on 
by any of the gentlemen who had spoken on the 
uestion. (Here the honorable gentleman read 
that part of the President’s message which re- 
ferred tothe removal of thedeposites.] Now, the 
entleman from Kentucky (Mr. Cray] wished to 
tare who had removed the deposites. This 
seemed to him (Mr. K.) a very unnecessary in- 
quiry, because the President had informed them 
| that they had been removed by the Secretary of 
| the Treasury. Now, is theobject of this proceed- 
| ing to show that the Secretary has been guilty cf 
acriminal act? If so, itis a matter entirely for the 
other House, and the paper cannot be used here 
with any such view. Has the President acted 
falsely in giving this information? If so, he (Mr. 
K.) could hardly conceive of a more criminal act. 
He laid this out of the question, then, and took the 
object of the inquiry to be, to learn the President's 
reasons for directing the Secretary to remove them. 
But the reasons have been given by the officer 
appointed by the law to do so, and if they are not 
good, what istheremedy? Howarethedeposites 
to be restored but by a new compact between the 
peneees If the Secretary, the officer appointed by 
aw to the act, has removed them, what right have 
we to call on the President for reasons? 

The question on the resolution, as modified, 
was then taken, and decided in the affirmative, as 
follows: 
|| YEAS—Messers. Bell, Bibb, Calhoun, Cham- 
|| bers, Clay, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, 
| Kent, Knight, ne Naudain, Poindexter, 
| Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith , South- 
| ard, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Webster—23. 
NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Forsyth, Grundy, 
| Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, Moore, Morris, 
| Rives, Robinson, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, 

| Tyler, White, Wilkins, Wright—17. 

|| Mr. MOORE, on leave given, presented a bill 
| for the relief of Eli Robinson; also, a bill for the 
relief of John McCarty; which were both read a 
first time, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. Benton’s resolution, calling on the Secre- 








the United States Bank refusing to receive in pay- 
ment the notes of its branches, was taken up, and 
agreed to. 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented a memorial from 
the directors of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, 
praying for an extension of the time allowed by 

w for completing that work. 

The CHAIR announced the receipt of a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Navy; which 
was laid on the table. 

After which the Senate were engaged in Execu- 
tive business until the hour of adjournment. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepwespar, December 11, 1833. 
After the presentation of sundry petitions, 
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- ‘Phe SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 

lowing message: ; 
Wasnincron, December 11, 1833. 


To the House of Representatives: 
I transmit herewith report from the Secretary | 








of the Treasury, exhibiting certain transfers of 
appropriations that have been made in that De- 
jeer in pursuance of the power vested in the 
resident by the first section of the act of Con- 
of the 3d of March, 1909, entitled ** An act 
rther to amend the several acts for the estab- 
lishment and regulation of the Treasury, War, 
and Navy Departments.” 
ANDREW JACKSON. 


Which message, on motion of Mr. POLK, was | 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, | 
and ordered to be printed. | 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House | 
the annual report from the Comptroller of the | 
Treasury, a statement of the unsettled balances | 
and accounts for the last three years; and a re- | 
port in relation to Moore; which were | 
severaliy laid on the table, and ordered to be | 
printed. 











oe 


United States—should, for the present, be deferrea 
He would briefly state his reasons for desiring 
this postponement. It was well known ‘hat vari- 
ous propositions and amendments had = °c #v:,- 
gested, both in the several States and on the tloor 

of that House, none of which had as yet found 
favor, so as to satisfy the scruples of those who 





|| deemed the propositions unconstitutional or other- 


wise; yet in the course he was about to suggest, 

although he did not expect himself to be able to 

satisfy all parties, he entertained the conviction 
| that there was not at present any other means left 
to dispose of » question which, more than any 
| other, would tend to promote the harmony and to 
| increase the prosperity of the Union. It was his 
| intention, if the honorable mover of the resolutions 
| would defer for the present the part to which he 
| had reference—after a conference which might be 
| had with members in the House of the various 


political parties, and from various sections of the 


country, who would possess the advantage of 
longer experience and of more influence than he 


|| could possibly pretend to—to move that a com- 


| mittee should be raised for the special purpose 


|| of inquiring what amendments to the Constitution 


The House then, on motion of Mr. CLAY | should be recommended to the several States. If, 


suspended the rule, and went into Committee of | 


the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr.J.Q. ADAMS was nominated to the Chair. 
Mr. CLAY said, as the onthe of the Presi- 
dent’s message was undoubtedly familiar to the 


members, he, in moving that the committee should | 


proceed to the consideration of the mess 
aiso move that the reading of it shoul 
pensed with. 

The motion to consider having been agreed to, 

Mr. C. submitted the following resolutions: 

i. Resolved, That so much of the President’s 
message as relates to the political relations of the 
United States with foreign nations, and as recom- 
mends a ‘revision of our consular system,’’ be 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

2. Resolved, That so much of said message as 
relates to the state of the finances, the public debt, 
revenue, and the Bank of the United States, be 
referred to the Cominittee of Ways and Means. 

3, Resolved, That so much of said message as 
relates to the commerce of the United States with 
foreign nations and their dependencies, be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

4. Resolved, That so much of said message as 
relates to the report of the Secretary of War, and 
the public interest intrusted to the War Départ- 
ment, be referred to the Committée on Military 
Affairs. 

5. Resowed, That so much of said message as 
relates to the report of the Secretary of the Navy 
and the naval service, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

6. Resolved, That so much of said message as 
relates to the Post Office Department and the re- 
port of the Postmaster General, be referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

7. Resolved, That so much of said message as 
relates to the Indian tribes and to their removal 
beyond the limits of the States, be referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

8. Resolved, That so much of said message as 
relates to *‘ amending the Constitution in relation 
to the mode of electing the President and Vice 
President of the United States,’ the removal of 
* every intermediate agency in the election of these 
officers,’’ and to limiting their eligibility to ‘‘ one 
term, of either four or six years,”’ be referred toa 
select committee. 

9. Resolved, That so much of said message as 
relates to “‘ accidénts which have occurred in that 
igation carried on by the use of 
steam power,’’ and lessening or removing those 
evils ‘* by means of precautionary and penal legis- 
lation,’’ be referred to a select committee. 

10. Resolved, That so much of said message as 
relates to ‘‘ the destruction of the public building 
occupied by the Treasury De eat,’’ and the 
erection of another building for that purpose, be 
referred to the Committee on the Public Accounts 
and Expenditures which relate to the public build- 


ings. 

Mr. WILDE expressed his desire that any ac- 
tion on one of the resolutions—that in reference to 
the proposition to amend the Conatitution of the 


be dis- 


e, would | 


| in taking this course, he should not get encour- 
| agement that would justify him in going on with 
it, he would not press it further, and he wished 
_ the delay to enable him to have the matter tested. 

|| Mr. CLAY said he would readily comply with 
| the request of the gentleman if it was.consistent 
}*with his own notions of propriety todo so. But 


|| it should be recollected that the proposition an- 
| nounced by the honorable member was one involv- 
| ing @ most important topic. In submitting his 
|| (Mr. C.’s) resolutions embracing all the points 
_ comprised in the President’s message, he had fol- 
| lowed the course that was usually taken; and as 
regarded any amendment which the honorable 
| member from Georgia might wish to make, he did 
| not think that the course which he had taken 
| could, in the slightest degree, interfere with his 
views. The usual course was to refer the matter in 
|| the message to the usual committees, and he could 
|| not consent to depart from it, and it would as well 
|| suit the honorable member’s purpose to move his 
| amendment hereafter as a distinct proposition. 
Mr. ARCHER begged to remind the honorable 
member from Georgia of what must have escaped 
| his recollection, that a committee had been raised 
| for the same purpose during the last session, and 
| of which he had the honor to bea member. He 
| could do that committee the justice to state that 
| no persons could evince more anxious desire than 
_ they did to fulfill the public expectation; but they 
|| found it impossible to come to anything like una- 
|| nimity upon it, and, with the knowledge of this 
|| result, he would say the only effect of the honor- 
|| able member’s now going into such a committee 
_would be to embarrass other proceedings. He 
| therefore prayed the honorable member to take the 
|| course suggested. 
Mr. WiLDE replied, (but in so low a tone as 
| to be almost inaudible. The reporter understvod 
|| him to say,) that it was with regret he learned that 
|| there was no hope of settling this all-important 
| subject, and that it was, at all events, his desire 
|| that his constituents should know the fact that 
|| there was no such thing ~as even a eee of 
| having any amendments made to the Constitution 
'|—a matter upon which, as connected with other 
| subjects, he could take upon himself to say that 
|| they felt the most intense anxiety. 
|| Mr. WAYNE hoped to get credit; as a Repre- 
|, sentative from Georgia, of also eens ing 
|, of the sentiments of his constituents. He thought 
|| it was rather a not having any expres- 
| sion from the State Legislature or from enna 
| on the subject, to sup there was so much anx- 
iety felt by them; and it would be certainly, in his 
opinion, more becoming to them that such an 
expression of their will should come from them- 
| selves than it should be presumed to exist by an 
|| of her representatives. He thought that if the 
|, honorable member from Alabama should consent 
|| to oe se ae - on course 
y his colleague shou agreed to, the 
| Scsnain effect would be to burden the committee 
with so much business that there could not be any 
action on the message in conformity to the public 
desire. He thought, therefore, that it would be 
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-He also contended that the people of 
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i better to go on with the usual reference, and for * 


his colleague to make a distinct proposition on 
such points as he deemed expedient; however 


‘| anxious he was to hear them hereafter, he would 


disclaim on the part of their common constituents 
that they now had any desire they should be acted 
on, or have the important objects contained in the 


message retarded. ; 

The CHAIRMAN inquired if the honorable 
member from aeptgin required that the question 
on the resolution should be taken on the part in 
discussion separate from the other part? 

Mr. WILDE responded in the affirmative, and 
expressed his regret that his colleague should have 
thought it necessary to make a disclaimer that the 

ple of Georgia did not feel anxiety on this sub- 
Vio -alelmings with all due respect for him, to 
have some knowledge of their sentiments. Did he 
not recollect that the Legislature had made more 
than one proposition to amend the Constitution? 
His intention was to consider what amendments 
might be made to it; and in doing so, he meant to 
include all the propositions that the — or the 
States had at various times proposed. Hehad no 
wish to embarrass the other business, and thought 
no embarrassment could arise from his proposition 
to defer, for a short time, a resolution on a subject 
which had no immediate vurgency—which had slept 
for four years, and which, if it had taken even a 
longer nap, there would not have been any very 
serious injury incurred. He asserted that there 
was throughout the Union—in the North as well as 
the South—much anxiety felt that some amend- 
ments should be made to the Constitution; that 
this eon not only embraced the subject of the 
presidential election, but it extended to other im- 
portant questions, affecting the bank and the cur- 
rency of the country, the public lands, the tariff, 
and other topics which he weuld not enlarge upon, 
not desiring to prolong what appeared an unprofit- 
able discussion. He would now move that the 
uestion on the resolution as to the election of 
resident be taken separately. 
Mr. WAYNE did not intend to intimate that 
his colleague has not as good a right to speak for 
the people of Georgia as himself, but he insisted 
that the people of Georgia, so far as he knew their 
opinion, were op to the agitation of any 
question which would disturb the harmony which 
prevailed. 
Mr. WILDE said, with respect to everything 
being harmonious and tranquil, he would remind 
his colleague that at a large meeting in Georgia 
the present tariff was denounced and its further 
meiifieation called for. That meeting was so com- 
posed that hiscolleague would not doubt that it rep- 
resented the sentiments of the people of Georgia. 
We cried peace, peace, when there was no peace. 
It was not all harmony and peace. Of the condi- 
tion of this *‘ rising empire but falling republic,” 
as it had once been called, he had taken a wide 
view, and he had come to the opinion that it was 
possible to adopt some amendments to the Consti- 
tution, if the great parties in the nation would lend 
themselves to the work, in the spirit of peace and 
patriotism. The great question of restrictive con- 
struction, or liberal construction, might still be left 
open, and it necessarily must be; but the danger- 
ous questions of the bank, the tariff, internal im- 
provement, and other disputed powers, might be 
settled at once and forever. It was urged against 
his proposition that by blending so many topi 
in the same proposition the whole. would be lost. 
But he mn that, by presenting at once what 
concerned different parts of the country, a compro- 
mise of prejudices and interests might be effected. 

e compromise anything but principle. 

Mr:°GILMER reminded his colleague to the 
right (Mr. Wayne] that the amendment to the 
Constitution proposed by the President had been 

Legislature Georan Care 

were 

deeply interested in the settlement, by some com- 
» of the questions which had so long agi- 

tated the country. As to the tariff, was it not 


exceedi important, was it not necessary to the 
safety ofthe Unioa, that the Constitution should 
be definite on that subject? It is necessary, in 
order to save the country from continual agitation 
and excitement, to settle the great questions rela- 
tive to the bank, the tariff, and internal improve- 
ments. The subject to. which his colleague re- 
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ferred was of secondary importance in the estima- lished, and which purports to havs been read by | said that it is a matter which you have no right to 
tion of the people of Georgia to these. him to the heads of the executive departments, || interrogate him about; and his opinion is, too, that 
Mr. WAYNE had no doubt that his colleague || dated the 18th day of September last, relating to comply with the request would be setting a dan- 


would sacrifice his prejudices end interests—prin- |, to the removal of the deposites of the public | 
ciple he knew he would never sscrifice—to the at- | money from the Bank of the United States and 
tainment of national harmony av: :e preservation || its offices.” 

of the Union. But he insisted that the manner in | The Executi 
which his colleague had introduced his proposition || 
was, though unintentionally, calculated to disturb | 


gerous precedent. He (Mr. G.) was not inclined 
| to say anything on the subject of the removal of 
| the deposites when that matter should come up 
for consideration. But if he did, he could not, 
even if he were so disposed, speak of that paper as 
any other than a genuine one, or deny its authen- 
ticity. He therefore moved to lay the message on 


ve is a codrdinate and independent | 
branch of the Government, equally with the Sen- || 
ate; and [ have yet to learn under what constitu- | 
tiona! authority that branch of the Legislature has | 


the harmony of the nope produce infinite 
confusion and agitation. e people of Georgia 
would, he believed, be content to stand still, at 
least until her grievance should become too op- 
pressive for freemen to bear. 

The question being stated, 

Mr. McDUFFIE moved that so much of the 
message as relates to the Bank of the United States, 
&c., be also excepted. 

The CHAIR read the second resolution, and 
asked if the member from South Carolina wished 
to except the whole, or that part alone which 
relates to the bank? 

Mr. McDUFFIE. The whole. 


tion, relating to the destruction of the building of 
the Treasury. 

The resolutions submitted by Mr. CLAY were 
then agreed to, and reported to the House, with 
the exception of the 2d, 8th, and 10th. 

The question being on the 2d resolution— 

Mr. McDUFFIEro%«, and suggested to the hon- 
orable mover, Mr. CLAY, the propriety of omit- 
ting from the resolution the words ‘* Bank of the 
United States,”’ in order to avoid, for the present, 
the discussion which must otherwise inevitably 
ensue at this stage of the business. 

Mr. CLAY said it had been usual to refer the 
subjects of finance, revenue, and the bank, to the 
same committee, and he could not consent to any 
unusual course on this occasion. 

Mr. McDUFFIE said that the gentleman from 
Alabama wholly misapprehended his object. His 
purpose was to avoid a discussion on a preliminary 
question; and the motion to refer the clause in the 
message implies an admission of the authority of 
the President to remove the deposites, whereas it | 
was well known that he had no such power. 

Mr. CLAY did not see, he said, why the discus- 
sion alluded to should: necessarily arise upon the 
usual motion for the reference of the several parts 
of the message to the usual committees. He could 
not be persuaded of the propriety of the course 
suggested by the gentleman from South Carolina. 

Mr. McDUFFIE said that it was evident that 
the discussion of this topic must now take place. 
But as the House, at this hour, was not prepared 
for it, he would move that the committee rise. 


a right. to require of me an account of any com- 


| munication, either verbally or in writing, made to | 


i 
| 


the heads of Departments, acting as a Cabinet | 


| council. 
the Senate the free and private conversations [ 
| have held with those officers on any subject re- 
| lating to their duties and my own. 

Feeling - 
| ple, | am willing upon all occasions to explain to 
| them the grounds of my conduct; and [ am will- 
|ing upon all proper occasions to give to either 





| branch of the Legislature any information in my || 
| possession that can be useful in the execution of | 
Mr. JARVIS moved to except the 10th resolu- | 


the appropriate duties confided to them. 

Knowing the constitutional rights of the Senate, 
| I shall be the last man, under any circumstances, 
| tointerfere withthem. Knowing those of the Ex- 
ecutive, I shall at all times endeavor to maintain 
them agreeably to the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion, and the solemn oath I have taken to support 
and defend it. 

Iam constrained, therefore, by a proper sense 
of my own self-respect, and of the rights secured 
by the Constitutien to the executive branch of the 
Government, to decline a compliance with your 
request. ANDREW J ACKSON ‘ 


After the message had been read, 
Mr. CLAY said that a call had been made on 





the President for a copy of a document which had | 
been published and extensively circulated by the | 


papers in this city—a document intimately con- 
nected with the,safety of the treasure of the coun- 
try. The call for it was made under the full con- 


ment, 
the rights of the Chief Magistrate were invaded by 
it. He always.would be disposed to respect the 
rights of every: public officer, but the President 
could have no more confidence in his rights than 
I feel in the rights of the Senate. The right of the 


ground that the whole world was already in pos- 
session of it. It'was made because the document 
was senteforth to the American people upon an 
all-important subject, and because it was the right 
of the Senate to haveit. Nor was it made because 


responsibility to the American peo- | 


As weil might I be required to detail to | 


{ 
| 
| 
it 
i} 


| 
| 
| 


{| 


i 





| body. 
, ent condition of the Senate? 
| vacant seats here. Five of these have been filled 


the table; which was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, the memorials 
and resolutions of the several States upon the 
subject of the public lands were ordered to be 
on and a tabular statement prepared by the 

ecretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. announced that this 
was the day assigned for the appointment of stand- 
ing committees. 

r. GRUNDY said, before the election was 
gone into, he wished to preface it by a few obser- 
vations. The Senate had determined to deprive 


| the Presiding Officer of the power of appointing the 
| committees, and he was not dispo 


to question 
the propriety of the decision. But the reason as- 
signed for this course, and that which seemed to 


| him of most weight, was; that the committees 


should be the legitimate and true organs of this 
What, then, he would ask, was the pres- 
There were seven 


by appointments or by elections by the Legisla- 


| tures of the different States, but none of the gentle- 


| men chosen were here. 


Two of these vacancies 


| have not yet been supplied. The five, however, 





are expected here every day. 
| Pennsylvania was papaeeh 





The Senator from 
to-night; indeed, he 
had been told he was already intown. The Sen- 
ator from Georgia was elected, and. would be 


| here shortly. The Senator from Louisiana, and 
| another from Delaware, were neither of them here. 


‘'y. | Most of the gentlemen would be here, he thought, 
viction that the Senate ought to have that docu- || 


It had been refused under the pretext that | 


on Monday; and, under the circumstances, there 
would be danger of not securing a correct expres- 
sion of opinion by proceeding to the election to- 
day. Another matter occurred to him as being of 


| importance. Three of the five gentlemen have been 


appointed by the Governers of their respective 


| States, and have not yet been qualified as Senators. 
| Senate to call for this paper was founded on the || i y _—— — 


If his idea on the subject was correct, to be a Sen- 
ator, the person chosen ought to be here, and take 
the oath prescribed. He would ask, can we ap- 
point those gentlemen on committees at all, until 
they aresworn? He could not hear what had been 
the practice in such case, of appointing Senators 


The committee then rose, and reported progress. the call was in violation of precedent or an estab- 
» Mr. POLK rose to move a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the report on the removal of 
the deposites was yesterday referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
He voted for the motion with the understanding 
that the object of the mover was to move the re- 
port and -m together when the question of 
reference should come up. He r ed it as 
important that there should be a full and deliber- 
ate investigation of this subject by a committee. 
But he presumed that it was intended to involve 
the House, suddenly and without investigation or 
deliberation, in a full discussion of the merits of 
this important subject on a preliminary question. 
He would not make the motion: to reconsider at 
this late hour, if the rules of the House would 
permit him to make it at a subsequent time. 

Mr. CHILTON moved that the House do now 


|| on committees who had never been here or taken 
lished usage. But the President has refused to |, their seats. Mr. Crayroy, of Delaware, and Mr. 
give us this document, and it was not necessary to || WAccaman, of Louisiana, (he believed he might 
proceed furtheniin the pursuit. One result hap- || mention their names,) might be so appointed, but 
pens from it; the President does not deny the genu- | can the others? Hie did not think they could yet 
ineness of the paper. It is before the world, and || be recognized as members, and, therefore, to give 
as we have endeavored to get it, and it has been | them an opportunity of coming in, he moved to 
refused, | have a right to take the next best evi- || postpone the election till Monday next. 
dence of the document, and that is, as it has been || Mr. CLAY hoped the postponement would’ not 
published in theofficial paper. Inevery instance, || take place. The Senate was as full as it would 
therefore, where 1 have occasion to use it, 1 shall || be, on the average, during the session. We were 
avail myself of that publication of itas genuine. || now at the close of the second week of the session, 
Mr. GRUNDY said he thought when the prop- | and we were urged to put off the appointment'of 
osition was made it was a very unnecessary pro- | committees, a matter about which, he supposed, 
cedure. | the minds of all gentlemen were made up. This 
Here the Presiding Officer interposed that the | day had been assigned for the appointment some 
debate was out of order, unless some motion was || days age, tat it was as well known then that there 
intended to be made. were ntees as it is now. No such objection 
Mr. GRUNDY said he intended to move before || was urged then. There were important bills now 








gee = an,# he concluded that the message be laid on the table; || lying on the table that ought to be referred to the 

e House then adjourned. and then resumed that he thought it unnecessary, || committees. The time for the meeting of the com- 

bp because he only wanted evidence when the facts || mittees was approaching, and it was of importance 

IN SEN ATE had not come to our knowledge or when they || that they should beappointed now. [If gentlemen 

rs were denied. Now, he believed that both friends || were absent he regretted it; but we were-not in 

'Trurspay, December 12, 1833- and — ee this fotmente to “we = | palit ee —— = we were to look at the 

ha” ; : by || ine—to be what it purported to be. He therefore tical racter of the absentees that things 

5 A ieee an ena beady <ehtey ~J || had thought that hothing beneficial could result | would be as they now are, if they were here. ‘he 
which ws read, as follows: i “FY || from this proposition, and this was what induced 


to the oo of the gentleman from Tennessee, 


J him to vote against it. The President has given || as regards the practice of the Senate of appointing 
Wasuineton, December 12, 1833. his objection to complying with thecall, and what || absent gentlemen on committees who had not been 
To the Senate of the United States: is it? Why, that the Senate has asked for a pri- || sworn, his impression was, that they had always 





1 have attentively considered the resolation of 
the Senate of the 11th instant, requesting the Pres- 
ident of the United States to communicate to the 
Senate “a copy of the paper which has been pub- 


vate communication from the Chief Magistrate to 
his Cabinet. He(Mr. G.) would never question 
the propriety of the motives of the Senator who 


wanted this information. But the President has 


been appointed, whether they were here or’ not. 
Qualification Seeders the commencement of 
service, and, ore, he could see no reason for 


| the delay, but that we ought rather to proceed to 
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the appointment; and he would, therefore, call the 
yeas and nays upon the question. mittee of the Whole House? Thegentleman must 

Mr. WE ER said he had voted for the || excuse him if he said, in the words of a distin- 
change of the rule in regard to the appointment of || guished individual of no very remote antiquity, 
committees with a good deal of reluctance. It || ‘some things can be done as weil as others,” 
— to him likely there would be some diffi- || and ‘‘ some things could be done by some — 
culty in making 80 good a selection in respect to || as well as by others;’’ nor, indeed, could he sit by 
where pluralities were to prevail. It appeared to || patiently and see the whole weight of this massive 
him an early period to proceed to the consideration || Government imposed on the shoulders of his friend 
of important business. He thought there was || from Tennessee. He wished, moreover, that the 
reason in giving time to the absent gentlemen to || laurels as well as the responsibilities and labors of 
be here, and it is said they will be here. We had || legislation should be divided among the members. 
cha ed the rule—they could not know it; and if e had no doubt, in fine, that this subject could 
gentlemen request postponement he thought it || be as well examined by a Committee of the Whole 
was reasonable and that the motion should pre- || House as by any standing committee. The gen- 
vail. tleman from Tennessee had sought to smother the 

Mr. CLAY. I understand the gentleman to || question. There was something peculiar in the 
say it ie early time to proceed to the appointment || character of his motion. It was made in conse- 
of committees. | guence of the intimation from the member from 

Mr. WEBSTER. I said it was an early period | South Carolina to go inte the question before the 
to take up important business. | Committee of the Whole. Is not the member 

Mr. CLAY. At no time, he believed, had the from Tennessee satisfied with the reasoning of the 
appointment of committees been delayed beyond | Secretary of the Treasury? Can he improve upon 

e second week of the session. it? The Secretary has made up anissue. Will 

Mr. GRUNDY said that the present was a new || not the gentleman abide by it? Every new light on 
case in theGovernment. It was new in this: that || this subject, which had been presented to us on this 
the Senate, at the commencement of the session, || question, consisted in newspaper scrapings of the 
had changed an important practice. Formerly, || most miserablecharacter. He knew what he said. 
the Presiding Officer appointed the standing com- || It was now time to have fair play, and to disabuse 
mittees, and it was well known that he exercised || the public of its delusions on this subject. We 
that power. The gentlemen absent, therefore, || ought to put a stop to the artificial excitement 
had no right to expect that they would be called || which has been kept up with a view to disturb the 
on at this early period of the session to perform || currency of the country and to destroy an insti- 
the duty of choosing the committees. tution of ee national utility. He pleaded, asan 

The question of postponement was determined | apology for presenting himself before the House 
in the siienntive: on this question, that it had been trumpeted in the 
YEAS—Mesers. Benton, Bibb, Brown, Fre- || Official organ of the Government that all the mem- 
linghuysen, Forsyth, Grandy, Hendricks, Hill, bers who should raise their voices in favor of the 
Kane, King, Knight, Moore, Morris, Prentiss, || bank werebribed. Hewassensible of the hazard, 
Rives, Robinson, Robbins, Shepley, Silsbee, || personally and politically, to which he exposed 
Smith, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, imself by declaring his sentiments. But no man 
Webster, White, Wilkins, and Wright—28. | should desire to outlive the honor and glory of his 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Calhoun, Chambers, || Country. He entertained the highest respect for 
Clay, Ewing, Kent, Mangum, Naudain, Poindex- || the gentleman from Tennessee. His talents were 
ter, Preston, Southard, Sprague, and T'yler—13. || Known tothe Union. He was on excellent terms 


The Senate then, on motion of Mr. MANGUM, with himself, and his amicable relations he had no 


: disposition to disturb. 
adjourned over tv Monday next. heSPEAKER. Thegentleman is discussing 


the question of whether the report should be sent 
to the committee, which is not in order. The 
question now before the House is, whether it shall 
Tuurspay, December 12, 1833. be brought back into the House, and he will con- 

After the presentation of sundry petitions, fine himselfto this. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maine, reported, from the Com- Mr. CHILTON continued. He was ae 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, a bill granting pen- || to the reference which the gentleman from Tennes- 
sions to certain persons therein named; which || see seemed to desire, for he knew the result of 
was read a first time and ordered to a second || it would be to prevent any action on the subject. 

ing. | It was wholly unnecessary to refer the subject at 


| all. 
REMOVAL OF THE BANK DEPOSITES. | The SPEAKER interposed, and said it was 
The motion submitted yesterday by Mr. POLK | not in order to speak to the poifit of reference. 
for the reconsideration of the vote by which the || The question was on reconsideration. 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury on there- | Mr.CHILTON. Oneof the arguments in favor 
moval of the deposites was, on Tuesday, referred | of the removal of the deposites was that the charter 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the state | would expire. Could it take us five minutes to 
of the Union, was taken up. || find out whether the charters of the State banks 
Mr. CHILTON had no desire to address the | selected are not also soon to expire. But he pro- 
House on this question when he moved the ad- || ceeded no further, as he might wander, in the esti- 
journment yesterday. But he wished that, on so | mation of the Speaker, from the precise question 
important a subject, some time should be afforded | before the Elouse. 
for reflection; and, after reflection, he had come to ||. Mr. POLK rose only to say that this was the 
the conclusion that the motion ought to be resisted. || first time that any great subject of national policy 
It was not to be presumed that the gentleman | was ever referred, in the first instance, to the Com- 
from South Carolina, [Mr. McDurrie,) entertain- || mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. If 
ing, as he did, the opinion that the removal of the |, we should plunge into the discussion of this ques- 
deposites was an act of usurpation, intended to | tion in the Committee of the Whole there would 
suiler a reference of the subject in the usual man-  benoend toit. If it was necessary to act speedily 
ner. He had not understood that gentieman as | on thie. subject it need not bedelayed. Theaction 
assenting to any such course when he made the | of the House would be facilitated by taking the 
motion, and he could not see how the gentleman | usual course. The Bank of the United States 
from Tennessee (Mr. Poux]} could have misun- | itself ought not to shrink from the investigation 
derstood his intention. He was also surprised at | which he proposed. But in the Committee of the 
the remark of the gentleman from Tennessee that | Whole this could not be done. The discussion 
the subject ought to be deliberately approached || would be limited to the face of the papers them- 
and illuminated by rays of light to be shed upon it | selves, and we could bring into it nothing else. 
by some commit e was too modest tosay the The discussion, too, would days, weeks, 
Committee of Ways and Means. Therearesome | and even months. He insisted that the House 
subjects as to which new lights are indispensable, | ought to pursue the usual and parliamentary 
and as to which it would not be safe to legislate course. He had nothing more to = 
without investigation. But was this a subject of | Mr. McKIM called for the yeasand nays on the 
that kind? And was there any light which the | question; which were ordered. 
ittee of Ways and Means could shed on this || Mr. McDUFFIE said the gentleman’s object, 


subject which did not already shine upon the Com- 
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I understand to be, to ane te sub 
standing committee. (Mir. LK. That or any 
other committee the House will direct.} The ob- 
ject could not in that way be attained. A discus- 
sion must take place on every presentation of the 
question. The only fact involved in the case 
which can be referred is that fact relating to print- 
ing documents. But he was willing to admit the 
fact that the bank defended itself. State the sum, 
if you please, at et sixty, or a hundred thou- 
sand dollars. The facts are immaterial. They 
have nothing to do with the question. Congress 
provided a certain depository for thepublic money, 
roviding for its removal in a certain contingency, 
ut the Secretary of the Treasury takes a view of 
the transactions of the bank for five years, and 
directs a removal of the deposites, in the face of 
an almost unanimous resolve of this House, and 
for reasons which must have existed then, if they 
ever existed. The Secretary, unauthorized, nay, 
in opposition to the will of Congress, transferred 
the public treasure from the safest institution on 
the face of the earth to banks upon whose solvency 
no member in the House could pronounce. The 
gentleman s of a scrutiny into the affairs of 
the bank. he bank, he says, was reluctant to 
stand scrutiny. But this had nothing to do with 
the matter. We were to look at it upon funda- 
mental principles, and had nothing to do with facts. 
It is said that the State banks had relieved the pres- 
sure by issuing bills on the credit of the deposites. 
Why, children would not act soimprudently. To 
flood the country with currency based on no foun- 
dation but the temporary and unauthorized de- 
posite of public money in their vaults, was the 
veriest piece of folly ever heard of. Great embar- 
rassments must ensue if we remove the deposites 
from the State banks; but we must do it, if we are 
not bound, hand and foot, to the Executive. 

Mr. eae said he ectre this 

estion depended on great principles connected 
vith the expiration of the shiney of the United 
States Bank. He heard with alarm the intimation 
that the deposites should be restored to the Bank 
of the United States—the only objectof which pro- 
cedure must be to force the renewal of the charter 
to avoid the embarrassments it would create. He 
was surprised, too, to hear doubts ex das to 
the solvency of some twenty banks, whose capitals 
were infinitely larger than the whole revenue of 
the country. Let the gentleman, if he chooses, 
introduce his resolution for the restoration of the 
deposites. He would pledge himself not to shrink 
from the question. But the subject of the bank 
and the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury 
ought, in conformity with ancient usage, to go to 
a standing committee. 

Mr. BINNEY understood, he said, that the sole 
object of the motion to reconsider, was to delay 
the discussion on this subject until it had been 
investigated by a committee. The interest with 
which his constituents viewed this question was 
his for appearing himself so early after 
his introduction into the House in a discussion. 
A large view of this subject, which could not be 
too soon met, was presented by the gentlemanfrom 
South Carolina, and there was a narrower, but 
large view, involving the public faith, the obliga- 
tions of a contract, and the honor of this House 
as the guardians of the public faith. The contract 
was between the people and the stockholders of 
the bank, the latter giving their services, and the 
former certain immunities and the privilege of the 
public deposites. ‘\he question was submitted to 


us by the er ties whether the compact 
has Losin fulfilled. hes Secretary of the Treasury 
had made an award against the bank, and in virtue 
of his power he had removed the deposites, He 
now calls upon us to confirm his judgment. The 
reasons of the officer are together with his 

wer, — act and his reasons for - — 

ore us. any inquiry in respect to the bank 
was wished, let it! be toad. But let it be prose- 
cuted independently of the question of the Secre- 
tary’s reasons. We are here upon a question of 
contract. What is the object of the inquiry asked 
for? Is it to suggest reasons for the Secretary’s 
act which had not occurred to the Secretary him- 
self,and had not influenced his judgment? If you 
bring in other facts, other judgment, other reasons, 
you annul the judgment of the Secretary, agree 


that it was wrong, and assume to exercise an ori- 


before a 


* cussion. 
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instead of a derivative power Does the 
secretary ask for furtherinquiry? He gives facts 
and inferences upon which he rests the case. He 
does not ask Congress for new facts and reasons; 
and if Congress goes in quest of them, it is an 
acknowledgment that the ’s facta and 
reasons are insufficient; that he acted, in a word, 
in the dark on this important subject. The char- 
ter says that the reasons shall be immediately 
communicated to Coagress. Why? That Con- 
gress may immediately judge whether those rea- 
sonsaresufficient—his judgment being in thenature 
of an award between the people and the bank, the 
parties who are interested. The Secretary had 
not asked for further inquiry. If, then, he acted 
on sufficient reasons, it was for the House, on be- 
half of the people, to pronounce their judgment; 
and if they were sufficient, then there was an end 
of the qugstion. New reasons cannot justify the 
measure. This view of the matter he felt bound 
to submit to the House. He must be permitted 
to say that it was not only important that we act 
on the lights before us, but that there was never a 
question before this House which so much required 
an instantaneous decision. The control of the 
Treasury was in a newand unsafe position. The 
safeguards of the public money adopted by law 
were = to the present control of the de- 
posites. What knowledge had we of the condition 
of the banks selected by the Government? The 
people would not long be content with the present 
state of things. Embarrassments were gathering 
in the commercial community. The best paper 
was at a discount of 12 or 15 per cent. Still the 
crops were a’ t and trade was thriving. The 
scarcity of money was owing to the state of un- 
certainty which now existed. Ifthe publicmoney 
was to be restored it must be done immediately, 
for in a few weeks it would be beyond our \ 
It would become blended with the interests and 
business of the local banks so far that we would 
not withdraw it. 

Mr. McKINLEY said the Secretary of the 
Treasury had the power of removing these depos- 
ites whenever he thought proper, and was to re- 
port his reasons for their removal. The inquiry 


was, therefore, whether the reasons were sufficient | 


and the facts stated true. The Committee of the 
Whole was not the usual and proper place for such 
an inquiry. When all the facts were examined 
and reported upon, we could proceed to the dis- 
i He asked whether the House, in the 
Committee of the Whole, had the power to order 
the deposites to be replaced? That was to be done 
by resolution. The question could not be deter- 
mined in the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CLAYTON said he should not vote against 
the motion to reconsider, and might, therefore, 
expose himself to the c of inconsistency. At 
the last session he voted the public deposites 
were unsafe in the Bank of the United States, and 
he still thought so. But it did not follow that he 
did not also consider them to be unsafe at the bot- 
tom of the Potomac. The Bank of the United 
States was unsafe as a depository, and they had 
been removed to another which was still less safe. 
He was opposed to the Bank of the United States, 
and always should be. But he thought that the 
removal of the deposites to the State banks made 
them, pro tanto, the Bank of the United States. 

The SPEAKER called the member to order, as 
he was going into the merits of the case, which 
had ai touched in the argument 

_Mr. CLAYTON professed his d 
times to bow to the decision of the Chair; yet he 
did not think he had gone more into the merits 

one by the m from Penn- 
sylvania and South Covoline, who had preceded 


The SPEAKER again reminded the gentleman 
from Georgia that he did not confine his remarks 
to the question. 

Mr. CLAYTON said, then, that he would en- 
deavor to keep within order, and try to getin only 
occasionally what he wanted. It was,he thought, 


ut the 
a power. 

rted to the House are not of new 
They have been acted on formerly by 


Secretary has undertaken to exercise such 
The reasons 


discovery. 


esire at all | 
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the House, and we need no time to act on them 
in. Has it not been stated that the bank had 

influenced elections—that it had expended money | 
for printing? All this he admitted, and it proved | 
that the bank ought not to exist. But the Secre- | 
tary has multiplied the institution upon us. He 
should vote, when the question should come up, 
for the removal of the deposites back to the Bank 
of the United States. 

Mr. POLK would not, he said, fatigue the 
House with speaking. He rose only to reply to | 
a few of the suggestions which had been thrown || 
out. The report contains the various facts which || 
governed the Secretary of the Treasury in his | 
action, and some of those facts may involve the 
charter of the bank; and for both reasons ought || 
now to be inquired into by a committee, In || 
reply to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
INNEY,] he said that it was not material to the | 
uestion of reference whether the action of the 

ouse would be original or in review. It was also || 
suggested that the State banks were unsafe. This 
constitutes one of the chief objects of the examina- 
tion proposed. Again, it was said that this was 
a question of public faith. Well, be itso, Is it 
not proper, then, for a committee of the House to 
| inquire by which party the contract was violated? 
| It seems to me that it is. It had also been said 
| that the treasury was going out of the bank daily. || 

Well, I consider that the treasury is the public 
money, wherever it may happen to be, in one bank 
or Hanae: He would only add one additional 
reasen why the motion should prevail, and it was 
this: the subject is intimately connected with the 
finances of the country. It was formerly contend- 
ed in this House, by a gentleman now a member 
of it, that the connection between the bank and the || 
finances was as intimate as that which exists be- 
tween the soul and the body. He would repeat | 
that the debate in the Committee of the Whole |! 
would be protracted for days and weeks. He 
hoped there would be ample opportunity for full 
discussion, but not, he trusted, in this general and 
unsatisfactory manner. 

Mr. WAYNE replied briefly to the arguments 
adduced against the motion to reconsider; and, 
having deprecated any discussion upon the merits 
of the bank question at the present moment as 
unnecessary and out of order, with a view to ter- 
minate it, he announced his determination to act 
in the same manner in which he had been himself 
treated at the last session, by the honorable mem- 
ber from South Carolina, (Mi: tr. McDorriz,} when 
about to explain his views on the resolution of the 
bank being a safe depository of the public funds, 
by calling for the previous question. 

The question thereon being put, the House 
refused to sustain the call— 

Ayes 104, noes 107. 


Mr. WATMOUGH moved an adjournment, 
which he subsequently withdrew in favor of 

Mr. BURGES, who moved that when the House 
should adjourn, it would adjourn until Monday. 

Mr. POLK objected to this motion as out of 
order. 

After a remark to the point of orcer from the 
SPEAKER, 

Mr. BURGES said, as the motion was objected 
to by that gentleman, [Mr. Poix,} he would with- 
draw it. 

Upon which 

r. WATMOUGH again moved an adjourn- 
ment; which was carried. 

The House then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fawar, December 13, 1833. 


Mr. BULLARD, of Louisiana, appeared, was 
qualified, and took his seat. 

The SPEAKER presented to the House a 
memorial from Messrs. Gilpin, McElderry, and 
Wager, the three Government directors of the 
Bank of the United States, in relation to the con- 
duct of the directors, and especially of the presi- 
dent of that institution. 

Mr. POLK moved that it should be referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. WATMOUGH moved to amend that mo- 
tion by moving that it should be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


| duty, and he saw no reason wh 





The SPEAKER said it was not.n 





to 
amend, a motion to refer to the Committee of the 
Whole hg precedence. 
Mr. POLK demanded that the question should 
be eee yeas and nays. 


ered. 

Mr. VANCE called for the reading of the 
memorial. 

Mr. ARCHER objected to the reading, and 
suggested that it might for the present be better 
not to give any @irection to it; that it might lie on 
the table, and follow such course as should be 
given to the report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury on the removal of the deposites. He moved 
that it should be laid on the table. 

Mr. POLK called for the yeas and nays on this 
motion. 

Ordered. 

Mr. ARCHER said, if requested by the mem- 
ber from Tennessee, and to save the time of the 
House now, he would withdraw his motion, out 
gave notice that he should renew it. 

The motion was then withdrawn, upon which 

Mr. POLK said that the present was altogether 
a question whether they were to follow the usual 
eourse heretofore adopted in referring matters 


| connected with the bank to the Committee of 


Ways and Means. This was a memorial made 
by the Government directors, on a subject of deep 
interest to the Government; it involved the con- 
duct of those entrusted with the management of 
its affairs, bringing various facts and allegations 
against them for miseanduct. It was their duty 
to communicate to the House the knowledge of 
all such facts as they should discover in the man- 
agement of that institution which they should 
deem prejudicial to the public interest.. Having 
been presented by them, the usual course wes, 

to refer it to the committee which hereto- 


ar 
e || fore had cognizance of all the matters connected 


with the finances of the country. They all knew 
the intimate connection which existed between the 
Government and the bank. [+ had an interest in 
it arising from the large share of the stock which 
they held. They (the bank) were, in part, keep- 
ers of its funds; they had, in consequence, been 
called on tomake weekly statements of their trans- 
actions, and the Government had wisely secured 
to itself the power of appointing five disectors, for 
the special purpose of seeing that the public inter- 
ests were not jeoparded. The memorial now pre- 
sented was made by them in pursuance of that 
it should not be 
sent to the usual committee. If the mojion of the 
honorable member from Virginia to lay it on 
the table should be made, he trusted that it would 
not be sustained. He was not desirous to shrink 


| from the general subject involved, but he would 


oppose and avoid any general skirmishing upon 


it. 

Mr. FOSTER said that it seemed almost im- 
possible to avoid entering into the merits of the 
question, and he would urge the propriety of this 
report being laid on the table for the present, and 
that the honorable member from Virginia would 
move, in addition, that it should be printed. 

Mr. ARCHER assured the honorable member 
from Tennessee. that he could not have any desire 
to give thesubjectany other direction than the one 
he wished, but there wasa difficulty attendant upon 
now doing it. He would ask him what he would 
desire to be done with it, if the question recently 
under discussion, as to the reference of the report 
of the Secretary, should be decided by a reference 
to the Committee of the Whole on ibe state of the 
Union? Would he not in that case desire that 
this memorial should be associated with it? His 
only desire was for the present to @ any 
final action upon it until the fate of the other was 
ascertained. He would conclude by a motion to 
have it laid on the table also, and in to 
the suggestion of the honorable member from 
Georgia that it should be printed. 

Mr. POLK demanded the yeas and nays. Or- 


Mr. SPEIGHT then called for the division of 
the question. j 
The question on the motion to lay the memorial 


on the was then taken; and decided in the 
remeeine, as foillows—yeas 107, nays 119. 
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Beale, Beatty, James M. Bell, Binney, Bouldin, 
Briggs, Bullard, Bull, Burd, Burges, Cage, Car- 
michael, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, Claiborne, || 
Clark, Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Coulter,Crane, | 
Crockett, Darlington, John Davis, Warren R. Da- | 
vis, Amos Davis, Davenport, Deberry, Deming, 
Denny, Dennis, Dickson, Duncan, Ellsworth, / 
Evans, Edward Everett, Horsce Everett, Ewing, | 
Felder, Fillmore, Foot, Foster, Fowler, Philo C. | 
Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, Gholson, Gilmer, Gordon, | 





Gorham, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, | W 





Hard, Hardin, James Harper, Hazletine, Heath, 
Hiester, Jabez W. Huntington, Wm. Cost John- 
son, Seaborn Jones, Lay, Lee, Lewis, Love, Mar- | 
tindale, Marshall, Mason, McKennan, Mercer, || 
Milligan, Patton, Pinckney, Potts, Reed, Selden, | 
Shepard, Shepperd, William Slade, Sloane, Span- |, 
ler, Stewart, Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Tomp- || 
Fins, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, Fred- | 
erick Whittlesey, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, Wil- 
liams, Wilson, Young—107. 
NAYS—John Adams, Heman Allen, John J. || 
Allen, William Allen, Anthony, Baylies, Bean, || 
Beardsley, Beaumont, John Bell, James Blair, || 








i 





John Blair, Bockee, Bodie, Boon, Brown, Bunch, || 
Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Cha. | 
ney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, Conner, Cramer, | 
Day, Dickerson, Dickinson, Dunlap, Forester, || 
Wm. K. Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, Joseph Hail, || 
Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, | 
Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, Haw- || 


kine, Hawes, Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel | 
Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, Noadiah Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Edward Kavanagh, 
King, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Law- 
rence, Lea, Leavitt, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, 
Abijah Mann, Joel K. Mann, Mardis, McCo- 
mas, McIntire, McKay, McKim, McKinley, Me- 
Lene, McVYean, Miller, Robert Mitchell, Moore, 
Muhienberg, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Par- 






' Barringer, Bates, Beatty, James M. Bell, Binney, 


|| Crockett, Darlington, John Davis, Amos Davis, 


|| Hiester, Jabez W. Huntington, William C. John- 


Tompkins, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, 





ker, Patterson, Pearce, Peyton, Pierce, Pierson, 
Polk, Pope, Ramsay, Rencher, Schenck, Schiey, 
Shinn, Charles Slade, Smith, Speight, Standifer, || 
Stoddert, Sutherland, William Taylor, Francis | 
Thomas, Thomson, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, 1 
Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Web- 
ster, Whallon, Campbell P. White, and Wise— || 
119. 

Mr. POLK withdrew his call for the yeas and 
nays on that part of the motion that the memo- 
viel te printed; but the call was renewed by Mr. 
DAVENPORT, and the question having been 
ordered to be taken by yeas and nays, was de- 
cided in the affirmative, as follows: 

Y£AS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, John Adams, | 
Heman Allen, John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Wm. || 





Alien, Anthony, Archer, Ashley, Banks, Barber, | 
Barnitz, Barringer, Bates, Baylies, Beale, Bean, | 
ae 

a 


Beatty, John Bell, James M. Bell, | 
Binney, 


mes Blair, John Blair, Bockee, Bodle, | 
Boon, Bouldin, Briggs, Brown, Ballard, Bull, || 
Bunch, Burd, Burges, Burns, Bynum, Cage, | 
Cambreleng, Carmichael, Carr, Casey, Chambers, || 
Chaney, Chilton, Chinn, Choate, Claiborne, | 
Samuel Clark, William Clark, C. C. Clay, Clay: | 
ton, Clowney, Coffee, Connor, Coulter, Cramer, 
Crane, Crockett, Darlington, John Davis, Amos | 
Davis, Davenport, Day, Deberry, eee Den- | 
ny, Dennis, Dickson, Dickerson, Dickinson, || 


|| Mardis, 





Duncan, Elisworth, Evans, Edward Everett, | 
Horace Everett, Ewing, Felder, Fillmore, Foot, | 
Forester, Foster, Fowler, Philo C. Fuller, Wil- || 
liam K. Fuller, Fulton, Galbraith, Gamble, Ghol- || 
son, Gillet, Gilmer, Gordon, Gorham, Graham, | 
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Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Rencher, Schenck, Schley, 
Selden, Shepard, Shepperd, Shinn, William Slade, 

Charles Slade, Sloane, Smith, Spengler, Speight, 
Standifer, Stewart, Stoddert, Sutherland, Wiiliam 

Taylor, William P. Taylor, Francis Thomas, | 
Philemon Thomas, Thomson, Tompkins, Turner, 
Turrill, Tweedy, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, Vin- | 


ton, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Watmough, | 
Wayne, Webster, Whallon, Campbell P. White, | 
Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Wilson, 


ise, and Young—224. 
NAYS—Messrs. Dunlap, Joseph Hall, Haw- 
kins, and Vance—4. 

The question, that the memorial should be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, was then decided in the negative, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. J. Q. Adams, Heman Allen, 
Chilton Allan, Ashley, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, 


Bouldin, Briggs, Bullard, Bull, Burd, Burges, 
Cage, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, William Clark, 
Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, 


Davenport, Deberry, Deming, Denny, Dennis, | 
Dickson, Duncan, Ellsworth, Evans, Edward 
Everett, Horace Everett, Felder, Fillmore, Foot, 
Foster, Philo C. Fuller, Gamble, Gilmer, Gordon, 
Gorham, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland 
Hall, Hard, Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, 


son, Seaborn Jones, Lay, Lewis, Love, Martin- 
dale, Marshall, McDuffie, McKennan, Mercer, 
Milligan, Moore, Pinckney, Potts, Reed, Rencher, 
Selden, William B. Shepard, William Slade, 
Sloane, Spangler, Stewart, Philemon Thomas, 


Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, 
Williams, Wilson, and Young—96. 
NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, John J. Allan, 
William Allen, Anthony, Archer, Baylies, Beale, 
Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, John Bell, James | 
Blair, John Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Brown, 
Bunch, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carmichael, 
Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Claiborne, Samuel 
Clark, Clay, Coffee, Connor, Cramer, Day, Dick- 
erson, Dickinson, Dunlap, Ewing, Forester, Fow- 
ler, William K. Fuller, Fulton, Galbraith, Ghol- 
son, Gillet, Joseph Hall, Thomas H. Hall, Nicoll 
Haisey, Hamer, Hannegan, renee M. Harper, 
Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Heath, | 
Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, | 
Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah John- | 
son, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, | 
King, Kinnard, Lane, Tone, Laporte, Law- | 





| rence, Luke Lea, Leavitt, Thomas Lee, Loyall, 


Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, Joel K. Mann, | 

iacoeat McCarty, McComas, Mclntire, | 
McKay, McKim, McKinley, McLene, McVean, 
Miller, Robert Mitchell, Muhlenberg, Murphy, 
Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, Patterson, | 
Dutee J. Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, Pier- | 
son, Polk, Pope, Ramsay, Schenck, Schley, Au- | 
gustus H. Shepperd, Shinn, Charles Slade, Smith, | 
Speight, Standifer, Stoddert, Sutherland, William | 

aylor, William P. Taylor, Thomson, Turner, | 
Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, Wagener, | 
Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, Webster, Whallon, | 
Campbell P. White, and Wise—133. 


| 


The memorial was then referred to the Commit- | 
tee of Ways and Means without a division. 


On motion of Mr. WARD, the House agreed, 
when they would adjourn, to adjourn until Mon- 


Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Thomas i day. 


H. Halli, Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, Hard, Har- | 
din, Joseph M. Harper, James Harper, Harrison, 
Hathaway Hawes, Hazletine, Heath, Hiester, 
Elenderson, Howell, Hubbard, Jabez W. Hunt- 

ington, Abel Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, William 

GC. Johnaon, Richard M. J 
son, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Benjamin 
Jones, Kavanagh, King, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, 
Laporte, Lawrence, Lay, Lea, Leavitt, Lee, Lew- 
is, Love, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah 
Mann, Joel K. Mann, Martindale, Marshall, Mar- 
dis, Mason, McCarty, McComas, McDuffie, Mc- 
Intire, McKay, McKennan, McKim, McKinley, 
MecLene, McVean, Mercer, Miller, Milligan, R. 
Mitchell, Moore, Muhlenberg, Merphy, Ougeed 
Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, Patterson, Pearce 


Peyton, Pierce, Pierson, Pinckney, Polk, Pope, 





ohnson, Noadiah John- 


Mr.C. P. WHITE, with consent of the House, 


|| submitted the following resolution; which was 


read, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation to construct and equip 
two small vessels of war, to be rigged either as 
brigs or. schooners, under the direction of the 
Navy Department, to supply the places of the 
Porpoise and Dolphin, and that said committee 
be authorized to report by bill or otherwise., 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill in favor of certain 
persons therein named; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. McINTIRE, from the sume committee, 
























reported a bill for the relief of Joseph M. Harper 
and others. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, from the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the 
relief of Abraham Forbes. 

Mr. CARR, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of John Bills. 

All which bills were read and committed. 

And, on motion of Mr. GRENNELL, the 
House adjourned. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE 





NAVY. 
Navy Department. 
November 30in, 1833. , 
To the President of the United States: ‘ 


Sia: In submitting to 7 consideration a re- 
view of the operations of the naval cranch of the 
public service during the past year, I would first 
invite attention to its administration in this place. 

The separate organization of the Navy Depart- 
ment, in the manner originally established by Con- 
gress, and the change since made by the addition 
ofa Navy Board, have, with the several clerks now 
allowed, furnished a sufficient number of persons 
for the suitable discharge of all ordinary duties 
iunmediately connected with this office. So far as 
my knowledge extends, those duties have gener- 
ally been performed with promptitude and accu- 
racy. But some. changes in the present laws 
respecting them would probably prove beneficial. 
Though the number of clerks, and the aggregate 
amount of salary paid to them are deemed suffi- 
cient, yet more substantial justice could be en- 
forced, if that amount was so appropriated as to 
permit the Department to divide it in conformity 
to the usefulness of their respective services. It 
has happened that some of them, receiving large 
salaries, perform no greater or more difficult duties 
than those receiving less pay; and no power exists 
here to equalize their compensation, except by an 
occasional transfer of duties not always conve- 
nient, appropriate, or useful. 

A different arrangement of the Navy Board has, 
for afew years, been a subject of consideration b 
Congress. The Board itself, and the head of this 
Department, once united in recommending such a 
change as to apportion its ordinary business among 
the several members with a view to greater con- 
venience, co mp and responsibility. This could 
be accomplished without any material increase of 
expense; and it seems on many accounts very 
desirable. The reasons for the change have been 
so fully detailed in former reports as not to need 
at this time further explanation. 

Theremight be some useful alterations connected 
with the administration of the naval branch of the 
service in the office of the Fourth Auditor, whose 
duties, though nominally belonging to the Treas- 
ury Department, are intimately allied with, and 
very essential in most of, the operations of the 
Navy. The great amount of property which is 
in charge of this Department, and which is yearly 
increasing, seems to require that a regular account 
of it should be opened in that office, and kept in 
such manner as to insure safety and responsibility. 
In another icular improvement could be made. 
The old balances on his books, due from default- 
ers who were once in the naval service, are large; 
and though few such balances have occurred lately, 

et the collection of all of them would doubtless 

promoted if it were devolved upon him, as the 
person who, from his official station, is best ac- 
quainted with the situation of the claims, and the 
means of payment possessed by the debtors, and 
who coal” act with the most promptitude im 
securing the public. 

Auxiliary to the central administration of the 
naval service the inspection of our ordnance was, 
a few years since, assigned to an officer of rank 
residing in this neigh , and ‘authorized to 
récéive the usual extra allowances while engaged 
in actual duty. His employment during the past 
season has been much extended, having embrated 
the inspection of all our ordnance and ordnance 
— in ae of all the tents bie 
result, it is hoped, may sed ighly ial in 
our future éperations. Under < similar arrange- 
ment, the custody atid correction, av well as occa- 
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sionally the purchase of charts, chronometers, 
compasses, and nautical instruments generally, 
were devolved on two intelligent officers stationed 
at this place. The system has worked favorably, 
and the small increase of expense attending it has 
been amply repaid in the better preservation and 
quality of those articles, and in the probable in- 
crease of safety to our vessels afloat, and to the 
lives of their gallant officers and crews. A spe- 
cific estimate for the purchase and maintenance of 
a lithographic press is submitted as a means of 
saving, under charge of these officers, still more to 
the public in the procurement of charts, circulars, 
and blank forms, of such kinds as are employed 
not only in this office, but at the several yards, 
and on board vessels in commission. (A.) Its 
various conveniences and usefulness in other re- 
spects, and re wparwagt in the drawings and plans 
connected with the survey of our coast now in 
progress, are more a arly detailed in the re- 
ports annexed. (B,1 and 2.) To prevent any 
nominal or real increase of appropriations in con- 
sequence of the purchase of this press, it will be 
seen in the general estimates that a corresponding, 
or, indeed, a larger reduction has been made in 
what is asked for the general contingent appropri- 
ations for this office and for the service, and out of 
which appropriations most of the above articles 
are now provided. 

It was formerly recommended to organize at this 
place a naval medical bureau, and a bill is now 
on the files of Congress reported for that ron 
As that bill was not finally disposed of, 1 did not 
deem it proper to adopt any different system for 
attaining in a different manner most of the bene- 
fits expected to be accomplished by that measure. 
But if nothing be done during the ensuing session 
of Congress regulating this subject, it is intended, 
under our present laws, that one of the older sur- 
geons, in connection with other services, either at 
the barracks or navy-yard in this city, shall be 
detailed and employed in performing many of the 
duties contemplated for a surgeon general. 

The whole expenses the past year, for all per- 
sons situated here, and belonging to the adminis- 
tration of this Department, as well as the expenses 
for the care and repair of our furniture, buildings, 
and the grounds appurtenant, were about $48,000. 
This amount, I trust, will be thought to bear a 
favorable comparison with the same class of ex- 
penses at former periods, orin similar establish- 
ments, when the large increase and extent of duties 
at this place are duly considered. 

Passing from the central administration of this 
Department to that of the persons connected with 
its operations elsewhere, | would next submit to 
your consideration a few remarks on the situation 
of such of those persons as fill official stations but 
are not technically denominated naval officers. 
They are a. large and useful class, belonging to 
what may be considered our civil list; and consist 
of agents, storekeepers, constructors, builders, 
schoolmasters, secretaries to commanders, clerks 
of yards, engineers, live-oak superintendents, and 
some others attached to stations and hospitals. 

In an establishment growing, like the navy, in 
a few years from eo smail a beginning to its com- 
paratively great size at the close of the late war, 
and at the present moment, it was, perhaps, un- 
avoidable that many measures and appointments, 
considered as incidental to other important objects 
expressly authorized, should be left to the discre- 
tion of the Department. In this way most of the 
above persons have been employed and paid, usu- 
ally by virtue of estimates and general appropria- 
tions, without any specific provision in any act of 
Congress regulating the manner of their appoint- 
ment, or the amount of their compensation. In- 
deed, a system similar in some respects has been 
extended to others, as the only limit which now 
exists to the number of every class of naval offi- 
cers is the same discretion, restrained solely by 
estimates and oer and by the confirm- 
ation required from the Senate in the case of 
commissioned officers. These practices have not, 
in my + a been the safest, though the custom 
of this Department to submit to Congress, through 
the Executive and otherwise, full communications 
of its doings in relation to most of these subjects, 
yam the Government to ——— any eo 
deemed necessary overany supposed abuse. My 
own desire has been “wheneres convenient and 











practicable, to impose still further limite on that 
With this view on a former occasion | 


discretion. 
the estimates for the contingent appropriations 
were made by me more specific, and settled rules | 
of allowances and compensation in most cases 

were established or collected, and then digested | 
and ore The revision of our whole naval 

regulations by the board heretofore appointed for | 
that re will, when finished and adopted, 

probably introduce greater system and certainty | 
in relation to some of these matters. But it still | 
deserves consideration, whether additional legal | 
provision might not judiciously be made concern- | 
ing the appointment and wages of some of the | 
classes before named. All the persone on the civil | 
list now under consideration are believed to have | 


conducted, during the past year, with fidelity to | 
their duties. The only essential changes in rela- | 


tion to them have been the following: There has | 


been a discontinuance of two naval constructors, 
whose services were no longer needed; and new 
and more economical arrangements have been 
made as to the duties of some of our agents and 
storekeepers abroad. The few live-oak agents ap- 

inted for ceviain districts who remained in office 
ast December, have been dispensed with, and 
no salary is now paying on that account, except 
to one person in temporary employ for a few 
months, in the examination of an unfinished dis- 
trict. 
rant officers competent to perform the labors as- 


signed to persons belonging to civil life, and hired | 
at some of the yards, it has been deemed sound | 


to discontinue the services of the latter. 

It has not been found necessary to select a per- 
manent engineer, as the superintendents of the | 
dry-docks and of the erection of the hospitals have | 
been able for the present to perform such duties as | 
would have been required of him. But the ad-| 


economy to order the former upon such duty, and | 


ditional schoolmasters authorized at the last ses- | 
sion have been employed, and, it is hoped, with | 


increased benefit to the class of the younger offi- 


eers. A general order has recently been issued | 


with a view to improve the education of these offi- 


cers by requiring all midshipmen, whether passed | 


or not, after suitable relaxation under leave of | 
absence, to attend on one of the naval schools for | 
farther instruction in the studies and proficiency 

in the duties belonging to their profession. It is 
intended to employ them not only in appropriate | 
reading, nautical observations, and recitations, but | 
in forming a more practical acquaintance with the 
several materials used in the construction and 


equipment of vessels, and with the manner of pre- | 
serving them, and of applying them in buil ing 
i l 


and repairs. A due portion of their leisure wi 


also be devoted to the performance of such services | 
connected with our most important naval stations | 
where the schools are established as will be useful | 
to the public, and at the same time advance them | 
in a more thorough knowledge of the active duties | 


which may soon devolve on them in higher and 
more responsible stations. 


Excepting these variations, the civil establish- | 
ments at the yards and abroad have not been ma- | 
It will be seen | 

ses of the persons connected | 
een considerably reduced, and | 
are now annually about $130,000. This does not | 
include the wages of ordinary laborers, as these | 


terially altered during the year. 
that the whole ex 
with them have 


are more properly charged according to their em- | 
eee under other heads, which will hereafter | 


e considered—such, for example, as repairs of 


vessels, improvements at yards, or building of 


hospitals. 

The only materia! change proposed in the civil 
list for the ensuing year is a small addition to the 
very low compensation of some of the clerks at a 
few of the yards. 

The remaining persons bole to the naval 
establishment are the various officers and seamen 
of the ane The general conduct of these the 
past year has been highly commendable. The 
very small number of courts-martial it is believed 
has arisen from an ere of harmony in 
the service, and from a mild but firm and uniform 
system of discipline. Seldom has the health en- 


joyed on every station been better; and the supe- 


rior condition of the medical corps, as well as of 
the hospitals, exercises on this subject a very 
salutary influence. 


In some cases in which we have had war- | 


27 


The number of officers in the different classes 
has generally been kept within the estimates. It 
is proposed to continue the number much as it 
now exists. There are now quite as many cap- 
tains and surgeons as can be usefully poe ed, 
the former having been increased about one third 
and the latter one fourth during the last ten years. 
There are somewhat more lieutenants and mid- 
shipmen than might be deemed indispensable, the 
former within that time having been increesed 
about one half and the latter one fourth; though in 
making this comparison it is proper to state, that 

revious to 1824 all these classes had as 
een more numerous than they were at ‘hat period. 
But in relation to the two classes no reduction from 
the estimates of last year is contemplated. It is 
considered that on a peace establishment they 
ought to possess ample and valuable materiale for 
any sudden or large increase of the higher clagses 
|| which any rational emergency may at any time 
|| require, whilst nothing is found to prove more 
injudicious to older officers than to be placed in a 
condition where no further incentives to improve- 
ment by anticipated promotion exist, and where 
the classes they already fill contain so large a 
number as to permit many years to elapse without 
the possibility of putting them all on active duty, 
unless at the expense, inconvenience, and injury 
of more frequent changes of the superior officers 
in stations and squadrons than the public interesis 
appear to justify. 
he whole number of naval officers at this time, 
including those under warrants as well as commis- 
sions, is about one thousand; and our whole an- 
nual expenses, of every kind, for their mainte- 
nance is about 4000, or on an average about 
eight hundred and fifty dollars for each officer. 
These expenses have not been increased a 
the last ten years, except what has been cansec 
by the addition before mentioned to the numbers 
of some classes of officers, and the augmentation 
in pay in 1827 to passed midshipmen, in 1828 to 
surgeons and their assistants, and in 18:30 to lieu- 
tenants. In the mean time, of late years; more 
useless officers have been placed on half pay and 
some large allowances ced. But no further 
essential reduction in these particulars can, in my 
inion, be effected without injury either to indt- 
vidual officers or to the naval service. Whatever 
has been accomplished by myself on this subject, 
and on the requirement of a more equal portion of 
laborious duty from all officers of similar rank 
and date who were not invalids, has often caused 
me much pain; ‘but it has been prompted bya 
strong sense of the equal justice due to the officers 
themselves, and of the mafiifest propriety in this 
|| Department of seeing thatall those under its admin- 
istration perform services for the public, when 
practicable, in some degree proportionate to the 
compensation they receive. 

It is hoped that | may not be deemed importu- 
nate if I once more urge on your attention a 
\| topic far ae pe to my feelings. I have 
'| long entertained a decided opinion that the com- 
pensation to some classes of officers ought to be 
increased, It is certain that more equal justice 
would be awarded to all; that services at sea could 
more easily be obtained; that greater cheerfulness 
and alacrity in the performance of duty would be 
evinced, anda higher grade of qualifications in 
some subordinate stations could be commanded, 
if the whole subject of pny was revised, and the 
compensation graduated in a fairer proportion 
among different ranks in the Navy, and to similar 
ranks in the Army; and if there was provision 
made for a larger and marked discrimination 
between duty afloat and leave of absence, or 
waiting orders, on shore. Such a discrimination 
formed a prominent feature in the act of Congress 
passed April 21st, 1806, and which regulates 
|| as now established. But that discrimination, 
\| amounting to one half of the whole pay, was 
'| virtually abolished by a rule of this Department in 
|| 1819. ring the continuance of the small com- 

gation to some classes of officers, and after so 
evo a practice under that rule, with the yearly 
sanction of 
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by means of the estimates 
and co nding appropriations in conformity to 
the rule, [ have not felt at liberty to alter it. r- 
ther detaila on this subject at this time are not 


deemed necessary, as have fully and recent! 
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Department ona resolution of the Senate passed at 


| 


the last session of Congress. 


The whole number of seamen in the Navy, | have been red, and the benefits of this sur- 
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annual income now exceeds the annual expenses 
about $20,000; and, during the past year, rules 


including all the different grades, does not vary ] plus extended, as originally contemplated by the 


much from five thousand; and the annual expenses | 
of their pay, rations, and enlistment, are not far | 
from $1,136,000, or, on an average, about $226 

for each seaman, ‘These expenses are small, and | 
indicate great popularity in the service, when we | 
advert not only to our facility in obtaining good | 
seamen, but to the high rate of wages the past | 
year in merchant vessels, and to the great cost of | 
this class of persons in the navies of some coun- | 
tries where labor is generally much lower than in | 
the United States, These expenses have not been | 
increased the last ten years, except by an augment- | 
ation of about one third in the whole number of | 
seamen, arising chiefly from an increase of our | 
force in commission. The complement of men to | 
each vesse! mightadvantageously ,in some respects, 
be lessened, end the whole expenses on account of | 


act of Congress creating the fund, so as to embrace 
those officers and seamen who, without being 
wounded, have, during long and faithful services, 
been visited by infirmities entitling them to relief. 
Five persons, coming under this description, have 
been added to the pension list, and are allowed 
suitable clothing, food, and medical attendance. 
The number of pensioners under this and the 
other provisions is 298. ¢ 

The condition ofthe privateer pensioners, placed 
under the exclusive administration of this Depart- 
ment, has not essentially changed during the year. 
The fund for their relief, like that for Navy pen- 
sioners, does not come from the public Treasury, 
and its management is no charge upon that Treas- 
ury, except in the particulars before mentioned. 
As the whole of this fund was derived from cap- 


them be thus reduced, were it not considered of || tures by privateers, it has been deemed expedient 


vital importance in so small a Navy to have all | 
our ships afloat as perfect as possible in every par- | 
ticular conducive to their efficiency and to the | 
reputation of theGovernment. Itis expected that. | 
a laudable pride will then be felt and encouraged 

by ail connected with the service, on a comparison | 
of the condition of our own ships with those of | 
other nations, and that the moral force of our | 
Navy—as a model for a larger one when wanied, | 
as likely to vindicate its coantry’s rightsand honcr | 
in war, and protect its commerce in peace—will | 
always be much greater with a small number of 

vessels afloat, built of the best materials and in the 


best manner, supplied with the most approved || $2 


equipments, commanded by well educated and 
well disciplined officers, and navigated by full 
crews of Code and contented seamen, with the | 
whole ready on any emergency for immediate and 
efficient action, than with double the number of | 
vessels half manned, and in other respects defect- | 
ively provided, Every improvement in our mate- | 
rials, whether timber, cordage, or cannon, in our | 

ards, docks, or harbors, in our hospitals or asy- | 
ums, will add strength to this moral force, and | 
betser prepare us for any future conflict in which | 
the violence or injustice of other nations may | 
involve us. 

In connection with this part of the service it is 
deemed proper to present some remarks concern- | 
ing the condition of the marine corps. The sub- | 
ject of its allowances, in addition to pay, was not | 
specially noticed by Congress thelast year,though, | 
in that way, it has of late been customary to reg- | 
ulate them. But, under a belief that the omission | 
probably arose from accident, I have not interfered 
to revise the difficulties which have so long existed | 
under that head. It will, however, be considered | 
my duty, the ensuing year, to investigate and | 
attempt to adjust them, if not otherwise provided | 


ration while the marines are at sea, has been 
extended to this corps; and the Army regulation, 
entirely abolishing that part, has been applied to 
their rations while on shore. 

The whole expenses of the corps, independent 
of the erection of barracks and officers’ quarters, 
are yearly about $190,000. The expenditures for 
such erections, on an average for the last ten years, 
have been about $5,000 annually. The quarters 
authorized at Philadelphia have been completed; | 
but the comfort and proper accommodation of the | 
men require new barracks at New York. The | 
estimates for this purpose, and for the ropes of | 
~ corps, are herewith submitted. (C,1 and | 


for. ‘The commutation of the whisky part of the | 





The examination of the state of the pensioners | 
upon the Slany peages fund, as those enjoying 
its privileges, have been, or are now, in the ser- 
vice, or were connected with those once in it, may | 
also be deemed to come properly.under the head | 


of persons attached to the Navy. Though the 





annual expenditures from that fund are about 
$33,000, yet the fund itself did not spring from the 
public Treasury, exceptas derived from evar 
tured by our public vessels. It was not till 


expenditures; and now the only yearly expense 
this fund and its administration here impose upon 
the Treasury is the portionof time they occupy of 
the head of this Department, and of one clerk. 


y ie 
that its disbursements were classed with the Navy | ment to the West Indies, in the 








to exhaust it in the support of those disabled, and 
of proper peeneen connected with those, whose 
bravery and enterprise made the captures. I[t has 
therefore become gradually reduced to $44,667. 
The annual charge on it at this time is about 
$3,000, exceeding considerably the annual income, 
and thus, in due time, carrying into effect the 
original policy of the cceameraien further par- 
ticulars about these two funds reference can be 
had to the annexed statement. (D, 1 to 5.) 

On a review of the entire personal branch of our 
naval establishment, it will be seen that its annual 
cost, not including the marine corps, is about 
»000,000; and, of that sum, about $1,964,000 is 
an annual charge on the public Treasury. Con- 
sidering the size and usefulness of the whole naval 
establishment, it is believed that this part of it, at 
the present time, bears a judicious and economical 
peaertios to the whole, except in the particulars 

etofore enumerated. Should improvements be 
made in those particulars, I am satisfied that the 
number and condensation of the persons employed, 
both on the civil list and in the Navy, will be 
found to be men ee to enna the due core ann 
preservation of the public property, to furnis 
officers and men sufficient for, the eames protec- 
tion of our commerce and rights abroad, and to 
maintain among all classes a state of siarelne and 
activity indispensable to efficiency in the discharge 
of ordinary duties, and to a supply of suitable 
candidates for promotion in the extraordinary 
exigencies of the future. 

he deaths, dismissions, and resignations, in 
the service since my Jast report, may be seen in 
the tables annexed. (E. F.G. 

When we advert to the other subjects connected 
with the Navy, and more especially to what may 
be considered as belonging to its materials, it is 
deemed proper to notice, first, the employment 
and condition of our public vessels, Those in 
commission have consisted of one ship of the line, 
four frigates, eleven sloops, and seven schooners. 
They have been distributed, as usual, on four 
foreign stations, keeping up a greater intercourse 
than formerly with the western coasts of Portugal 
and Africa, and with the adjacent islands, extend- 
ing our cruises into various of the Indian 
ocean, and making the West India squadron act 
somewhat more as a home squadron, by requiring 
a portion of it to visit twice annually some of our 
Atlantic ports. By properly regulating these visits, 
much exposure in the two most dangerous months 
in a tropical climate is avoided, and great facilities 
are obtained to furnish necessary supplieg, to re- 
eve parts of their crews and exchange officers, as 
well as to have nearer at hand, during those visits, 
vessels in commission, which, if any emergency 
should occur, may be despatched at once on any 
distant or important service. Efforts have been 
made to relieve seasonably all our vessels which 
have been more than two years abroad. The 
Fairfield and Vincennes have been sent to the 
Pacific to succeed the Potomac and Falmouth; the 
Natchez and Ontario to the Brazilian station, in 
place of the Lexington and Warren; ne Experi- 

e > 
and the Shark and Delaware to the Mediterranean, 
in the place of the Concord, Boston, John Adams, 
and Brandywine. In making these 80 
early as to prevent the expiration abroad of the 














service of our seamen, much discontent has been 
avoided, though this system has necessarily sub- 
j rtment to some additional expense, 


ee e 
y having occasionally , for short periods, double 


sets of vessels afloat attached to the same station. 
But it has enabled us to perform our engagements 
faithfully with their crews, and to keep up a more 
regular and constant force on each station for pro- 
tection. At the same time, caution has been taken 


to guard against an increase of our whole expend- 
itures for the eurrent year beyond the appropria- 
tions connected with this subject. 


All those squadrons have been actively and 
efficiently employed; and it gives me great satis- 
faction to state that our commerce in all quarters 
of the globe was probably never known to be 
aon free from menaces, danger, or actual vio- 
ence. 

The estimates for the ensuing year are for the 
same amount of force as was authorized the past 
year, consisting of about 530 guns, and distrib- 
uted in such a proportion among vessels of every 
class belonging to our service as to combine the 
greatest efficiency for naval purposes during 
peace with the soundest economy. Few will 
deem that force either too large or extravagant 
when it is considered that our foreign commerce 
exposed on the ocean exceeds one hundred mil- 
lions of dollars in imports, and almost an equal 
amount of exports, with vessels ex in their 
transportation of over half a million of tonnage, 
and probably twenty millions in value; and when 
it is remembered how much the security, not only 
of those vessels and their oes, but of their 
numerous crews, and of other classes of our citi- 
zens resident in some countries abroad, depends 
upon our Navy being actively and widely distrib- 
uted. On apd «oa it may be well to reflect 
further how safely that Navy enables us not 
only to send to new and the most distant markets, 
aul thus to give increased value to the surplus 
proceeds of our agriculture, manufactories, and 
fisheries, and to obtain in return whatever may 
conduce to comfort, improvement, or wealth, bat 
what protection and enhanced worth it cenfers on 
most of our immense coasting trade; how much 
our national reputation abroad is everywhere 
known and appreciated by it; the respect it in- 
spires, the security it yields, and the weight it 
affords in all our claims of justice and negotia- 
tions with semi-barLarous nations; and how justly 
it may be apprehended that new perils will, ere 
long, await a portion of our trade and the tran- 
= of a part of our maritime frontier from 

e operations of a new course of legislation by 
some foreign Powers concerning an unfortunate 
portion of their population; and against which 
perils, as well as against the ordinary aggressions 
and piracies in peace, and much of the depreda- 
tions which may threaten us in war, the Navy, 
from the insular situation of the country as to the 
most of the world, must always be regarded as 
our great safeguard. 

The facilities for the examination and repair of 
our vessels have been much increased the 
year by the completion, in most respects, of the 
two dry-docks; and the one in refitting the 
classes of larger vessels will thereby become sen- 


—_ reduced, 

he present policy of this nt is to 
launch no more vessels of the same size with those 
in ordinary until the latter are worn out. But it 
is proposed to build, from time to time, and pro- 
tect on the stocks till wanted, such new vessels as 
Congress may authorize to be constructed, .e- 
cause, in that condition, their timber will improve 
rather than decay, and the expense of taking care 
of them will be trifiing compared with that of ves- 
sels in ordinary. This course has been ado 

the past year with the Macedonian now building. 
It is recommended as sound ee that authority 
should be given to procure frame for another 
sloop to be called the Levant, after the consort so 
— captured with the Cyane; and the frame 
or another frigate to be called the Paul Jones, in 
grateful memory of one of the earliest, bravest, 
and most distinguished commanders in our naval 
service during the Revolution. The estimates for 
the purchase of these are submitted. Frames 
could not be bought for vessels of these names 
under any existing laws; and the timber, if pro- 
cured an » whether soon set up or not, 
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would become more valuable, being sheltered 


under either our present excellent sheds or ship- 
houses, and live-oak probably becoming scarcer 
and dearer as our southern frontier is cleared for 
cultivation. 

The vessels in ordinary and on the stocks, as 
well as the frames for others in depot, have all 
been examined, and found to be in a good state of 

reservation, except a few of those in ordinary. 
come of them are defective by their long continu- 
ance afloat a being ea a ttapech their 

t age, and some by the original imperfection 
er shits ember: Those unworthy of being refitted 
are used at times for receiving-ships; and the rest, 
as wanted, are placed in a proper state to go into 
commission for the relief of other vessels returning 
from long cruises and aoe extensive repairs. 
As vessels afloat grow older, their repairs must of 
necessity become more expensive. The cost of 
all repairs of all our vessels the past year has 
been about $580,000. During the last ten years, 
the repairs have been, on an average, about 
$500,000 annually. 

A table, showing the vessels in commission, with 
their commanders and stations, is submitted. (1.) 
The names and condition of thosein ordinary and 
on the stocks may be seen in the documents an- 
nexed,(K,land2.) Proceeding from the vessels 
to the materials used in their construction and 
equipment, not much has occurred the past year 
deserving notice. Some additions of valuable and 
durable articles have been made to our various 
stores on hand at the time of my last annual re- 

rt. All these stores, and especially the timber 
in the docks and under sheds, are in good condi- 
tion; and means have been taken to ascertain and 
supply any deficiency, in any article not perishable, 
which may be wanted for the building and perfect 
equipment of wn? vessel on the stocks, and eve 
frame in depot. -As more timber may be needed, 
or thought proper to be een in advance, our 
means for the supply of live-oak, it beingthe most 
important species, have been fully investigated and 
discussed in a special report to Congress from this 
Department during the last session. Referring to 
that for detailed information on this point, I would 
only add, that subsequent examinations in some of 
the then unfinished districts, have fully confirmed 
the impressions entertained concerning the great 
quantity of live-oak timber on portions of the pub- 
lic lands in those districts. In ect to the other 
kinds of timber needed in ship-building, the Gov- 
ernment has made little public provision; and 
doubts exist whether it will be necessary to make 
any further public provision for its growth or pres- 
ervation while the ce continue so moderate, and 
the resources of the country in such timber are 
er for many years, toremain so very abundant. 

The erection of two new magazines, where none 
before existed, is proposed the next season; and 
an estimate for that purpose is submitted. (L.) 
Connected with this, a thorough inspection has 
been made not only ofour present ordnance stores, 
but, as previously mentioned, of all our arms on 
hand, with a view to the sale of such as are defect- 
ive or unsuitable, and te the procurement of what 
may be found necessary to produce uniformity, 
and the greatest power in our future armaments. 
The usual sum of about $10,000 has been expend- 
ed for the purchase of such ordnance and ordnance 
stores as the current wantsof the service required. 
The buying and manufacture of iron tanks for all 
our vessels in commission are in rapid 
under the late appropriation for that purpose; and, 
should Congress sanction the making of our own 
cordage, as heretofore asked, and as now agaiti 
proposed in the general estimates, the equipment 
of our vessels would soon become, throughout, 
all which the friends of the service could desire, 
for health, safety, efficiency, and national reputa- 
tion. 

After much deliberation, the Department has 
become convinced that the building or purchase of 
two store-ships for the Pacific station, to be used 
in the transportation and the preservation there of 
supplies of all kinds, would promote sound econ- 
omy, and increase the comforts of our seamen. 
An estimate for the procurement of one the ensu- 
ing year, is submitted. 


(M.) Weareo to 
pay fi for these supplies, heavy duties either 
on their landed or reshipped, and rent 


for store-houses. The duties are a burden from 


. 


which we are almost entirely exonerated under 


similar circumstances in other quarters of the world. 
The proposed measure would relieve us from 








has been carried into effect. The controverted 
claim of the heirs of Mr. Harris to a part of the 
navy-yard near Boston, has once been laid before 


| them as well as the other charges; and the store- | Congress; and a new action having been instituted 
ships, by going out and returning separately and || by them against the commander of that station, as 


alternately, would afford great facilities to ex- 
change or bring home invalid officers and seamen, 
without incurring the expense of their passages in 
merchant vessels from so distant a station. 

The construction of two or three small steam- 
batteries, for reasons heretofore recommended, is 
still deemed highly important to our future inter- 
ests; and too long delay in making further experi- 
ments, and in acquiring further science on this 
subject, in our naval service, may, on the sudden 
occurrence of hostilities, place us in a position 
not a little mortifying to our pride, and hazardous 
to our welfare. 

The different navy-yards are essential portions 
of our naval establishment, connected with its 
materials. The condition of most of them has 
been improved the past year either by new build- 
ings for officers’ quarters, or new store-houses 
and timber-sheds, or new wharves and other con- 
veniences. 

The two dry-docks at the yards near Norfolk 
and Boston having been successfully completed | 
in all essential particulars, the details on that sub- 


| 





ject will be found in the report annexed, (N, 1, || 
2,and 3.) This report shows the whole expend- || extra sum towards the erection of rope-walks, in 


itures the last year not only on that subject, but 

on all others, under the head of gradual improve- | 
ment. From the great advantages already real- 

ized in the ease and rapidity of repairs in vessels at 

the yards where these dry-docks are situated, I 

am satisfied that others would be found very ben- 

eficial. Surveys were formerly had for two more— 

one at New York and one at Portsmouth; and a 

report in favor of these two was once made and 

approved in the House of Representatives. Much 

can be urged in favor of the former place, on ac- 

count of its central position, and great resources 

for repairs, stores, seamen, and workmen; and of 
the latter place, on account of the low price of 
labor, small cost of constructing a dock, and the 

easy access to it by vessels of all classes at all sea- 

sons of the year. But whether one or both, or 

neither, shall be selected at this time, is submitted 

to the proper authorities, on a review of the whole 

subject. It must be obvious that the relative 

importance of different stations must undergo 

changes, as the capacities of different quarters of 
the country become more fully developed; and 

that some places, now employed as naval depots, 

can be of very little use on the occurrence of 
war; while the positions of others, when that 
event may happen, will greatly increase their use- 
fulness. 

Among the new places which, on such an occa- 
sion, if not earlier, the interest of the country may 
require the Government to occupy for naval pur- 
poses, will undoubtedly be Newport harbor on 
the north; and one or more positions on the lon 
range of coast to the south, between Norfolk an 
Pensacola. Whether the last selection should be 
made near Charleston or Savannah, at Key West 
or the Dry Tortugas—each of which possesses 
advantages for such purposes—can be better 
decided when the time and circumstances occur 
rendering immediate action necessary. ; 

The continuance of Pensacola as a naval station 
seems to me judicious. This opinion arises not 
only from its convenient position as to the whole, 
Gulf of Mexico, but its proximity to the mouths 
of the Mississippi and Mobile rivers, whose great 
and growing commerce is so amply entitled to the 
best protection. In the depth and size of its bay, 
in the excellent defences of its mouth, in its healthy 
situation, in its easy access to all our vessels, ex- 
cept the two highest classes, Pensacola has no 
prominent rival in that neighborhood. The cor- 
respondence and documents annexed (O, 1 and 2) 
are submitted — Le and pe to judge 
of the practicability and propriety of deepenin 
cuyyene to the bay, so as fo adveit vessels of the 
largest class. This, it is supposed, can be effected 
at a small expense, com with the importance 
of such a measure to full operations of our 
Navy on that coast, and to the greater security 
and strength of our southern maritime defences. 

The exchange of lands at the yard near New 
York, authorized at the last session of Congress, 


| 
| 





will be seen by the letter annexed, such course 
will be pursued in its defence as Congress may be 
pleased to direct. (P.) 

Some new pretensions have been set up to dif- 
ferent parcels of land included in our possession 
and purchases at Norfolk; but their justice cannot 
be ized on the facts known to the 
ment, and those making them have been informed 
that no steps can be taken for their adjustment, 
unless the parties previously obtain the sanction 
of Congress, or a judgment in their favor by the 
courts of law. 

The expenditures on all the yards the last year, 
exclusive of the dry-docks, but including houses, 
sheds, stores, wharves, enclosures, workshops, 
marine barracks, and incidental labor, have been 
about $360,000. The expenditures on the dry- 
docks are chargeable to a distinct appropriation 
for gradual improvement, and were about $180,- 
000. The other expenditures under the last head 
were about $150,000. (N,1.) The estimates for 
the usual objects at the yards the ensuing year 
are about the average amount for the last two 
years. Besides those objects, they include an 


conformity with the plan adopted by Congress in 
1827; and yet the whole amount requested towards 
these and all other improvements at all the yards, 
is only $354,000. 

Immediately connected with the subject of our 
yards, is that of our naval hospitals and the naval 
asylum. Under the appropriations lately made 
by Congrees new hospitals have been commenced 
near Pensacola, New York, and Boston, on re- 
tired and healthy sites, combining great conve- 
nience and beauty. The plans of these have been 
formed on a scale suited only to the present wants 
of the service, but capable of easy and appropriate 
enlargement hereafter, whenever our necessities 
may requireit. An additional sum will be needed 
to finish them in the manner proposed, and to 
make further progress in the hospital before built 
at Norfolk. fa} 

Such expenditures have been made the past 
year on the latter, from the general hoapital fund, 
as could well be spared, and as the comforts of its 
inmates seemed most urgently to demand. This 
is much larger than our present necessitiés re- 
quire, and therefore it is not proposed to finish the 
whole interior of it. But the exterior of this hos- 
pital is now chiefly completed, and it has become 
one of the most beautiful and useful public build- 
ings belonging to the Government. The naval 
asylum at Philadelphia has been finished, and 

rtly furnished; but it is much regretted that the 

partment has not been able to obtain a cession 
of jurisdiction over it without reservations that 
render the cession wholly nugatory. Besides re- 
taining the usual power in the State to execute 
eriminal and civil process, the reservations subject 
it to, and it is actually burdened by, the assess- 
ment of large taxes which are paid from the hard 
earnings of our seamen, and an unlimited right is 
retained to cut up the property a streets. 
Further efforts are now making by the Department 
to obtain relief from these onerous taxes and lia- 
bilities, so disadvantageous, if not fatal, to the 
suceess of this public and charitable institution. 
Should these efforts fail, all the correspondence 
and documents in the case will be submitted, in 
order that such legislation may be had as the 
whole circumstances connected with the subject 
shall be thought to require. The general condition 
of the hospital fund may be seen in the statement 
before referred to. (D, 6.) 

The ordinary purchases of medicines and eur- 
gical instruments for use in hospitals and yards, 
and in vessels afloat, are included under a specific 
a tion, and are about $35,000 yearly. The 
pay and subsistence of the surgeons and assistant 
su s attached to the hospitals are provided for 
under the general appropriation for Navy officers. 
The other annual ex of our hospital estab- 
lishment, in t of buildings, furniture, and 
repairs, are about $1,000. These are defrayed 
wholly from assessments on the seamen and offi- 
cers. From the same quarter come ail other 
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resources for the establishment, with the exception 
of such appropriations as Congress have made 


from time to time, to aid in erecting and furnishing 
buildings. These last appropriations have been 
made but seldom, and have, within ten years, 
amounted to asum which would be on an average, 
about $22,150 annually; and for the same purposes, 
during that period, the fund has furnished, from 
its annual increase and former accumulations, 
about $45,000 annually. Should Cane grant 
what is now asked, more will probably not be 
wanted for many years. In immediate connection 
with the yards, nenptely a8 other real estate be- 
longing to our naval establishment, is the live-oak 
plantation. Being situated only seven miles from 
our most southern yard, it has the past year been 

laced under the same general superintendence. 

‘he purchase of the land, and the cutting and re- 
moval of the underwood and common timber from 
about 200 acres of the plantation, had been accom- 
plished before the charge of this Department was 
placed in my hands. It seemed to me judicious 
in that state of things to attempt to preserve any 
benefits already. attained, or fairly anticipated, by 
continuing to destroy a few years longer the an- 
nual growth of other wood injurious to the young 
live-oak trees, to trim and train the thriftiest new 
ones appearing, and to employ merely the leisure 
of the hands so engaged in extending this process 
to more of the land. 
22,000 live-oak trees to which, in 1829, the above 
system had been applied, it has, since 1831, been 
80 continued and extended, that the nursery has 
become enlarged to 225 acres, and includes over 
60,000 trees. The expense attending this has been 
about $1,200 a year; but should any considerable 
portion of the trees ever reach maturity, and attain 
a size suitable for ship building, the Government 
will be amply repaid. Ae the trees grow larger, 
the annual expense concerning the same number 
will rapidly diminish. Doubts exist whether some 
of them, from the poverty of the soil, and their ap- 
parently dwarfish character, will ever attain a val- 
uable size. But it is now too early for forming a 
decisive opinion on the extent to which the opera- 
tion of these causes may affect the whole pianta- 
tion, and, under existing circumstances, sound 
policy appears to require that the experiment, hay- 
ing gone so far, should beallowed a further and full 
trial. The nearness of the plantation to the Pen- 
sacola yard, and to water transportation, enhances 
rouch the value of any timber it may produce. 
Lately I have not only placed this land under the 
superintendence of the commander of that yard, 
but required his particular and constant vigilance 
over the live-oak reservations in all that region of 
country. The whole agencies heretofore connected 
with our live-oak have, as before suggested, been 
discontinued; allthe districts, exceptsmall portions 
of two, having been explored as fully as is deemed 
useful till the surveys of the land into townships 
and sections shall be completed, Fast as they may 
be completed, arrangements have been made for 
additional reservations of public land on which 
live-oak has been ascertained to abound, and the 

rospect of a sufficient supply of that kind of tim- 
~ in future is ene if that on private lands, 
as these are wanted to be cleared for cultivation, 
be from time to time purchased at moderate prices, 
and placed in depot for the frames of vessels 8 
cially authorized, or collected under the head of 

radual improvement. On this whole subject I 
coon so recently, at such length, submitted to Con- 
gress the views of this Department, that further 
observations here are not deemed necessary. [See 
report on live-oak to the House of Representatives 
December 14, 1822.] 

Some miscellaneous matters connected with the 
Navy deservesa brief notice. The usual attention 
has been bestowed on the suppression of the slave 
trade. The colony of Liberia has been visited by 
the schooner Porpoise while in pursuit of a pirat- 
ical vessel, and which vessel, it is gratifying toadd, 
is supposed to have been since captured by a Brit- 
ish brig, and her criminal career terminated, near 
the Island of St. Thomas, on the coast of Africa. 
One half of the usual apecopsintinn on the subject 
of the slave trade will probably be sufficient for the 
ensuing year, as may be seen by the state of the 
account herewith submitted. 

The renewal of an opevaprintion for the relief 
of Alexander Claxton, e in May, 1830, has 


From 200 acres of land, and | 





become necessary, in consequence of its havi 
been transferred to the surplus fund before all the 
|| persons entitled to it were able to procure the 
| necessary vouchers. 

| ‘The proceedings of the board, appointed under 
a resolution of Congress, to revise the naval regu- 
| lations, will be soon submitted in a separate re- 
| port. 
PeThe survey of our sea-coast having been placed 
| in charge of the Treasury Department, it is not in 
| my power, officially, to state its 
|| Officers have been detailed, and all available facili- 
| ties provided, whenever the wishes of those su- 
| Peeerans the subject have been communica- 








Some expenses, under the contingent appropria- 

| tion for enumerated objects, have nes beet tavinded 
| under any of the amounts already mentioned, but 
| they belong to courts-martial, to pilotage of ves- 
| sels, to transportation of materials, to the purchase 
. charts and books, oo area 450,000 items, 

| forming an aggregate of about $80,000. 

Ona Lata. of the whole affairs of this Depart- 
|| ment it appears that its expenditures on all naval 
subjects the past year have been somewhat less 


than four millions of dollars. It will be seen how 
this result compares with former periods by ad- 
verting to the fact that, during the last twenty 
| years, these expenditures, except during five years 
| of that time, have never fallen so low as three mil- 
| lions; and, except during six years of that time, 
have never exceeded four millions. 

The whole estimates made the past year for the 

eneral wantsof what is technically considered the 
avy, were only $3,176,766. Those forthe year 
previous were $3,227,383. Those forthe present 
year are $3,292,224. (S,1to8.) But itis tobe 
remembered that, under the head of naval expend- 
itures, besides what is paid from the amount voted 
| on the annual naval estimates, it is customary to 
| clase what is paid from half a million appropriated 
for a term of years to gradual improvement, al- 
most $200,000 for the marine corps; the pay- 
ments from the navy pension, hospital, and pri- 
vateer pension funds, and several miscellaneous 
sums voted by Congress on motions, resolutions, 
and petitions, and part of which sums, though 
P nd P ; ug 
charged under this head, have little or no concern 
with our naval establishment. On the contrary, 
some of the expenses connected with the adminis- 
tration of the Departmentat this place are included 
in the general appropriation bills for the support 
| of Government, and are not usually classed under 
| the head of naval expenditures. 
| Itis a high gratification to be able to state that, 
since 1827, nearly half a million a year has been 
| disbursed for gradual improvement; that within 
| ten yearsa larger number than formerly of seamen 
and officers, with increased pay for four classes of 
the latter, have been maintained; very great and 
valuable improvements, besides the dry-docks, 
have been begun and accomplished at many of the 
yards, and our force in commission considerably 
augmented; and yet that all our ordinary naval 
expenditures are, and probably can be, kept within 
four millions of dollars annually, 

The smaller appropriations originally made for 
the Navy served to maintain the few officers and 
seamen then employed, and supplied us with sev- 
eral fine vessels, four of which are still in exist- 
ence. The subsequent appropriations on a more 
extended scale, besides supporting the current 
expenses of our force in its infancy, furnished the 
purchase money for most of our present yards, 
and defrayed the expenses of our brilliant hostili- 
| ties with France, and afterwards with Tripoli, till, 
a few years of comparative inactivity having en- 
| sued, the commencement and progress of the last 

war with England led to a great addition to the 
| naval establishment, and to expenditures much 
! larger than at present. The liberal appropriations 





i} 











r that war 
aided in laying a good foundation for the gradual 
increase of the Navy, and helped to build not only 
many of the vessels now in commission and or- 

1 dinary, but most of those upon the stocks. The 

| appropriations for some years past have been sim- 


that were continued for some years 





ilar in amount, and have enabled the t 
to enlarge its policy and widen the ere of its 
operations. Besides building some additional ves- 
sels, and defraying all the current expenses of an 
increased force, both personal and material, it has 





progress; but | 
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been able to erect hospitals, to construct dry-docks, 
to improve greatly the old yards, to add and main- 
tain a new one on our southern frontier, and to 
collect in depot a large amount of valuable stores 
as a part of the due preparation in peace for the 
various contingencies of war. With a careful 
regard to system and economy, anc\ with strict 
accountability in agents and officers, this. policy 
can long be pursued and extended without making 
the ordinary annual demands for this branch of the 
service often exceed four millions; and if, without 
essential by. Co increasing our 
present expenses, and without any unforeseen 
and extraordinary wants, our fiscal operations 
can usually be.confined within that amount yearly, 
it is confidently hoped the naval establishment will 
not be considered wasteful or burdensome beyond 
its benefits to the country. 

In disbursing between three and four millions 
the past year itis not known that a single instance 
of any loss has occurred, 

The balances on hand unexpended are about 
$1,400,000; but most of them will probably be 
wanted to close the different accounts on all the 
different subjects when finally adjusted. 

Connected with our financial concerns is one 
other circumstance of urgent importance. The 


| period of time at which the annual appropriations 


or this branch of the service are usually made is 
a source of great inconvenience and injury. 
he estimates and appropriations are known 
generally not to extend beyond the current year. 
nseguently, it happens that after the Ist of Jan- 
uary, there is nothing on hand under some heads 
to meet the daily demands of the service, amount- 
ing, on an average, to $10,000 per day, unless a 
new appropriation has been made, cr there hap- 
pens to be some balances of the former year not 
called for. Under some heads such balances al- 
ways exist, because some disbursements, by means 
of absence, distance, and other causes, are not 
completed within the year. But they seldom exist 
under other important heads; and ought not to, if 
the accounts are seasonably settled, and the esti- 
mates were accurate, and the appropriations, as is 
usual, conform to the estimates. The power now 
vested in the President to transfer a balance from 
one appropriation to another, is confined to certain 
classes of claims small in amount; and hence, as 
to all others, no transfer can legally be made, and 
if no balance remain at the end of the year, and 
the new naval appropriation bills have not passed, 
payment is entirely stopped, or the whole opera- 
tions of this Department dependent on them are 
suspended. Considering how large a part of these 
operations and of our expenditures necessarily 
takes place in distant quarters of the world, it will 
be seen that the embarrassment in this branch of 
the service must often be peculiar and aggravated. 
In the case of bills of exchange drawn abroad 
chargeable to appropriations already exhausted, 
the public faith, under the above circumstances, is 
sometimes in danger of being violated, our credit 
in foreign countries becomes injured, and the 
Treasury, as actually happened during the last 
winter, is exposed to large losses if the holders 
choose to resort to protests and claims for the 
mercantile rate of damages. 

Under the present system of passing so late the 
naval appropriation bills, it happens that, unless 
money v under one head is without authority 
as was once the practice applied under other heads, 
this unfortunate condition continues every short 
session of Congress about two months, and every 
long session about four months. It can easily be 
remedied in two methods: one of them is to make, 
promegs to the lst of January, new appropriations 
ora quarter or half of the year towards all perma- 
nent objects. By limiting them to such a time and 
to such objects, and by taking the estimates of the 
former year as a guide, no inconvenience will in- 
terpose, and no error can occur which may not be 
readily corrected when the residue of the appropria- 
tions for the whole year is voted at a later period 
in the session. Another mode is to authorize the 
President to make necessary transfers from one 
head to another, in all cases where the new naval 
appropriation bills do not pass by the commence- 
ment of the year, and to require from him a report 
to Co of the amount and causes of such 


transfers. If theauthority be thus restricted, it is 
difficult to discover any danger likely to result from 


1833. 


jts exercise; and it is believed that the surplus of 
balances on hand under some of the appropriations 
would usually prove sufficient tosupply the wants 
under others. The detail and earnestness with 
which legislation on this subject is now orged, 
must find their excuse in my strong convictions 
that no measure whatever, requiring like this no 
increased expenditures, could be more conducive 
to the reputation and efficient operations of our 
naval establishment. . 

Thus, sir, under an examination of its central 
administration, of its personal, or civil and Navy 
list, of its materials, with the appurtenants there- 
to, and of its miscellaneous concerns, [ have sub- 
mitted a review of all its transactions and expend- 
itures, during the past year, that possess any 

t degree of importance. This has been ac- 
companied by suggestions for such improvements 
as observation and reflection have convinced me 
might be useful; and should they meet with the 
approbation of yourself and Congress, I look for- 
ward with confidence to a long continuance of 
prosperity in the affairs connected with this De- 
partment. 

With great respect, 


ours, &c., 
LEVI WOODBURY. 





REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GEN- 
ERAL. 


Genera. Post Orrice DePparRTMENT, 
November 30, 1833. 
To the President of the United States: 

Sir: When, in 1829, the functions of this De- 
partment devolved upon me, the annual transpor- 
tation of the mail amounted to 13,700,000 miles. 
The contracts then in existence, with the other | 
expenses of the Department, had, within the year | 
ending the 30th ot Sens; 1829, diminished its sur- | 

lus revenue - $101,256 03, and those contracts 
were still in force from one to four years in pros- | 

ect. 

The surplus available revenue had been reduced | 
to the nominal amount of.......... .$230,849 07 

But it has subsequently been ascer- 
tained that there had been expenses 
incurred for transportation performed 
prior to the Ist of July, 1829, which 
were not embraced in that account, to 
the amoant Of, ¢sj00.a0'00 o geeceep 0-060 


64,248 76. 


which reduced the real surplus to.. ..$166,600 31 | 

The annual transportation of the mail was, on 
the Ist of July, 1833, 26,854,485 miles. | 

The annual amount of the transportation of the | 
mail in stages and steamboats, on the Ist of July, | 
1829, was 6,507,818 miles. | 

The annual amount of the transportation of the | 
mail in stages and steamboats, on the Ist of July, | 
1833, was 18,322,576 miles. 

The expense of ree the mail for the | 
= ‘ending the 30th of June, 1829, was $1,153,- 

<i. 

The expense of transporting the mail for the | 
year ending 30th of June, 1833, was.$1,894,688 08. | 

The gross amount of postages, constituting the | 
revenues of the Department, was, for the year | 





ending 30th of June, 1829, $1,707,418 42. 
The gross amount of postages for the year 

ending 30th of June, 1833, was $2,616,538 27. | 
The incidental expenses of the Department for | 

the eos — 30th of June, 1829, amounted to 


The incidental expenses of the Department for | 
the year ending 30th of June, 1833, amounted to 
$87,701 61. 


The number of post offices in the United States | 


on the Ist of July, 1829, was 8,004. 

On the Ist of July, 1832, the number of post | 
offices in the United States was 10,127. 

The increase of the affiual transportation of the | 
mail within the four years ending the 30th June, 
1833, ic 13,154,485 miles, nearly equal to the 
whole amount of transportation in 1899. 

The increase of the annual amount of postages 
within the same period is jee oe ‘85, and the 





whole amount is more double of what it 
wee in 1825. os és 

e average expense of transporting mail 
in po wad eight conta and four Omiths ef & cent 
per m e. - , - 
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| —— 
|| ‘The method in which the accounts of the ex- 


31 





The average expense of transporting the mail } to enter to the credit of a contractor, nor to charge 
in 1833 is seven cents and fifty-seven hundredths || to the account of transportation, the expense of 
of a cent per mile; making a difference in the | carrying the mail on his route, iill after he had 
rate per mile of eighty-three hundredths of a || signed his contract and bond, and returned them 
cent, equal, for the whole service, to $222,892 22 || to the Department with proper security, though the 
oe year less, in proportion to the service per- | service may have been regularly performed, and, 
ormed, than the expense. of transportation in || in many instances, the moneys actually paid. It 
1829, besides a great increase in expedition be- | has sometimes happened that contracis of the great- 
tween the principal commercial cities, and a much | est magnitude have, from various causes, remained 
greater proportion of the ‘whole performed. in || for more than a year unreturned. In euch cases, 
8 . | though the expenses have been incurred, they do 
| notappear in thetransportation account; andthough 
| the weeere may have been paid to the contractors, 
| they stand on the books as balances to that amount 
| due from them to the De 





After carrying into effect the law of the last 
Congress establishing new mail routes, the present 
length of railroads in the United States amounts 


to 119,916 miles, viz: ent, constituting a 





Miles. || part of its surplus fund, when, in fact, they conati- 

In Mained 6 ocd oe eee Sere ee sedis 3,824 | tute a part of the actual expense incurred for the 
New Hampshire........sssee008 2,460 | transportation of the mail. The consequence has 
Vermont.: eedbesee ese sce eetsbeeestos 92,531 been, that the expenses for transporting the mail 
Massachusetts... eeeeteereseeeeese 4,845 within any given period of ume, as shown in the 
Rhode Island.....sccecessereeeee 491 || accounts, and reported annually through the Ex- 
Connecticut.......scssssscceeees 2,701 || ecutive, have been always calculated to exhibit an 
New York eeeeee @eeseeee jee eee eed 13,256 amount considerably less than what has actually 
PEt DOMED. a0 pa0.00s0cenesees4s 1,961 || been incurred. This is an imperfection not of 
Pennsylvania......seseseeeeeees 11,010 || Pecent origin, but one which appears to have been 
Delaware........ CUE BPE woevee 494 | coexistent with the Department. When the num- 
Maryland.......2sesesscsesseess 2,102 || ber of contracts was few, and the surplus revenue 
Virginia. . 2.02 ood cesvcceds coveese 10,588 || bore a large ratio to ita whole annual amount, the 
North Carolina...... getha seceee 6,850 || effect was unimportant; but in the increased num- 
South Carolina........sseeeeesss 4,516 || ber of mail routes, and the diminution of its sur- 
Géorela . 2S av tas SS || plus revenue, it was calculated to produce serious 
Florida........ ceaa Raat veseeeee 1,13} || Meonvenience, From the statements growing out 
Alabina: it sié'es a So Gs bine veew's 4,493 | Of this systema, thus illusory in their results, to- 
Mississippi::.. 0.4.4) sss.+..0065 2,462" || Cether with the: great expense. of carrying into 
TE ass cnc ote bes ce eraews . 1,462 || effect the law-of the last Congress establishing new 
cl eee sSccese | | mail routes, and a disposition to gratify the wishes 
I, ee 6,761 || of the public in the improvement of mail facilities, 
Kentucky... .......0e0e de cite 5,993 I was led to carry those improvements to an extent 
Aa til OR REIS weveveewce-See | which it was found the resources of the Department 
MEDIAN. 0 d8'bs oo.co phases sched’ 1,495 || would not weil sustain. When the inconvenience 
eS) So's) rine 5,361 || was felt, the cause was carefully investigated, and 
REE oe eae eek ba ohne ne 4,459 || the following result was disclosed. Prompt direc- 
Ee rat eS hag 2,170 || tions were given for the correction of the error in 
| future. It is not possible to determine, to an exact 

Total... cccseccceeccceees119,916 || Cettainty, the whole expense incurred for trans- 





| portation within any recent period; because it 
Over these roads, the annual transportation of || Wi! often happen that improvements wilt become 
the mail on the first of July last, was | necessary, even for the fulfilment of existing laws, 
i etisalat righ at le —. || the expense of which, for want of proper evidence, 

| must be reserved for subsequent adjustment, and 














In On hor-re 

















In stages. | steam-\back and} Total. || 80 come into the account for a later period than 
g t : : pe 
boats. jin sulkys. | that in which the services were performed. But 
Miles. | Dfiles | Miles. | Mites. | these variations are of an inconsiderable amount 
In Maine......... 708,184] 3,328 267,010} 978,592 || compared with the differences resulting from the 
New Hampshire oe aes ° 111,854} 734,092 || system rire ae i nang = 
Vermont....... 634,6 - 106,260} 740,926 || On the 30th of June, 1829, which was the close 
Masvachusetts,.| 1,563,640 | 23,712) 150,037 | 1,737,389 || : : 
Rhode Island...| 117988} - | 16,692 |. 131,680 || = the first quarter in which I had assumed the 
Connecticut....| _598,987| 17.376! 175,608] 791.971 || functions of the Department, the expenses which 
New York..... 3,053,558 |155,339| 854,937 | 4,063,«34 || had been incurred for transporting the mail were 
New Jersey....) 548,330| + 100,840 | | 649,170 || $64,248 76 more than the amount stated in my 
Pennsylvania ..| 2,414,801 ~ 762,873 | 3,177,674 || report to that da 
Delaware.. ...- 92,674} - 17.264} 109,933 || T¢PO y- ; 
Maryland ..... "792 | 58,380 161,588| 805,760 || On the Ist day of July, 1832, the day to which 
Virgiosa poteeees Laren oe 728,008 Sues : = || my last report reaches, there was stated to bea 
orth Carolina. > 3 427,076 1,779 || surplus of available fun i 
South Carolina.| 658594| - | 273.548| 934,072 » se of the De a pony 8 9 ee 
Georgia........ 368,012}  - 498,626 | 866,638 P partment up ay,o 
Florida........ 47,112 | 41,600) 86,612| 175,324 || ; 811 40 
sees. eiseen aa,578 96,360, S568 a59,a00 | It is, however, now ascertained that 
ississippi..... 78,00: - ; o the e i “ 
Louisiana...... 48,516 | 15,704| 156,676 | 220,896 Soci whi inonered., o ng Be 
Arkansas ...... - - | 231,556) 231,556 po n wale actually been 
Tennessee. ....| 513,453} - | 602/320| 1,015,773 || performed prior to the Ist July, 
aw seers ‘ooo on ne MTT 1832, beyond the amount stated in 
ODiWececcoseeces 801" ee ee ¢ fr ‘a 
Michigan ...... “14a072| 2 | sg5i2| ‘234.4 i deemaie Sei — 205,656 07 
Indiana........ 196,268 } 21,000] 487,814| 705,082 at, in of & surplus On that 
Illinois... +++ 236,522| - | 293,278] 529,800 day, the Department was actuall 
Missouri....... 79,508; - | 184,184) 263,692 indebted, on the Ist day of July, 
of its available funds, admitting 
; ; that no losses of postages should 
The increase of transportation from the Ist July, be sustained. .... ee Bean nes 2,844 67 


1832, to the Ist July, 1833, has been— 
In SLAZES. oe eereccccsseces 1,471,096 miles. 


The amount of es for 
ro ending thet 30th> June, 
1832, WOR s sec ete seeeseeeeeeeee 2,258,570 17 
The gross amount of oe for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 
1 - 2,616,538 27 


Making an increase for the year over 


$357,968 10 


In steamboats.........s26. 129,436 
On horse-back and in sulkys, 1,628,932 


Making, together........ 3,229,464 ‘ 


» WAS vecerreeectsscreres 





nses of transporting the mail have always been 
ept in this Department, has led to a misappre- 
hension of the means of extending improvements 
in mail facilities. It a from the earliest 
records of the Department to have been a rule not 


the former year Of. ..secssesess 


The net proceeds of postages, after deducting 


1832, beyond the whole amount 
commissions to postmasters and the contingent 
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expences of their offices, for the — 
30th June, 1832, was.........+- $1,543 
For the year ending June 30, 1833, 


ss 


it WEB... seeeeeseeeeeeeeeees 1,790,254 65 || provements which 





Making an increase of net proceeds | 
for the year, Of.....sessecneeeee $247,156 16) 


The expenses of the Department, incurred for || 
the year ‘auing June 30, 1833, were as follows, 





viz: 


Compensation to postmasters,includ- 

ing the contingent expenses of 

their officee— 

3d quarter, 1832... .§202,431 26 

4th quarter, 1832.... 200,151 51 

lst quarter, 1833.... 214,935 50 

2d quarter, 1833.... 208,765 35 | 
———— $826,283 62 

Transportation of the mail— 

3d quarter, 1832....§435,892 95 

4th quarter, 1832.... 441,183 O1 

ist quarter, 1833.... 499,165 96 

2a quarter, 1833.... 518,426 16 








1,894,688 08 || 
Incidental expenses for the year.... 87,701 61 | 
Making together........... 2,808,673 31 |. 


The gross amount of pos.ages for the 
same period was— 
3d quarter, 1832... .$642,689 22 


4th quarter, 1892.... 630,464 47 | 


let quarter, 1833.... 673 957 67 
2d quarter, 1833.... 669,426 91 








2,616,538 27 | 
Leaving a deficit of......... 192,135 04 | 
Add to this sum paid into the Treas- 
ury by irregular deposites, having 
been placed by the receiving officer 
to the credit of that Department 


instead of this........ EHR eave 228 69 
The balance due by the Department 
on the Ist July, 1832, a8 above 
BME. vce essccccccevecsovces 2,844 67 
And the Department was indebted on 
the Ist July, 1833, beyond the 
amount of available balances due 
to it, in the sum of.....seeseees 195,208 40 
Sa 


The annual expense of transporting 
the mail under existing contracts, 
with ail their improvements, is. . .2,033,289 42 

The incidental expenses of the De- 
partment, estimated at.......++ 90,000 00 








Making the aggregate expense for a 
FOAM. cvccvscssesvis HiFi s « +.2,123,289 42 | 
The net proceeds of postages for the 
year ending the 30th Jane, 1833, 
amounted to......$1,790,254 65 
| 


year over the preced- 
ing year, and which 
may be safely estima- 
ted as continuing, was 247,156 16 


_—— 


j 
} 





Meking the net revenue for the cur- 
rent year ...s.eeeses ee eveeeeee +2j097,410 81 


- 85,878 61 


| 
Leaving a deficit of....e.esse000s | 





The former method of keeping the accounts of i 
the expenses of transportation would have left out || 
of this report expenses for transportation, as if | 

had not been incurred, because not entered | 
under their proper dates, the sum of $91,658 82, | 





For services performed prior to July 1, | 

imceven $22,294. 44), 
case 9,420 50 |) 
4th quarter, 1832...... 9,932 21)| 
Ast quarter, 1833.,.... 22,872 70 |) 
2d quarter, 1833..,.++ 27,138 97 | 


Making, together.......... e+e +066 $91,658 82 || 


For services performed during 3d quar- 
ter, 1832 eeeaere eee eee eeeeeeeee 


ae 
ee 
ae 








This, had the imperfection of that eystem re- | 
mained unobserved, would have made the Depart- || 
ment appear to be less indebted, by that amount, || 
than what it is in reality. | 

This discovery of the excess of expenditures |! 
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beyond its revenues at once showed the necessity 


of retrenchment. The only practicable means of 


doing this was the withdrawal of some of the im- 

had been made, and on such 

routes & would be least injurious to the public, and 
least prejadicial to the revenues of the Department. 

This has been done with great care and atten- 
tion to these two points. 

The reductions have been directed on the trans- 
portation to take effect from the lst of Janua 
next, to the annual amount of....... $202,370 

The contracts have been renewed for the 
southwestern section, comprising the 
States of Louisiana, Mississippi, Ala- 
bama, Tennessee, Missouri, Illinois, 
and Indiana, and the Territory of Ar- 
kansas, with a greater amount of im- 
provements than curtails, at an annual 


BAVINE Of ccccvcessvecscserccssvccs 71,893 





Making, together, an annual retrench- 
ment in the expenses of the Department 


Of. senveceeecsrscerecsevecs sees s eel 4,263 


of the 
ected b 


In making these retrenchments man 
principal contractors who were to be 


cence in it, and, with a patriotic spirit becoming 
their character, have shown a determination to sus- 
tain the Department, as a paramount object, at any 
sacrifices which it may require on their part. 

After the reduction shall take effect, the annual 
transportation of the mail will still be 25,527,957 
miles, viz: 


In [On horse 














In stages. | steam |back and} Total. 
boats, |in sulkys. 

In Maine........- 635,402 | 3, 271,274; 910,004 
New Hampshire} 622,238 as 111,854} 734,092 
Vermont....... 636,122 é 104,976 | 740,198 
Massachusetts .) 1,553,248 145,229 | 1,722,189 
Rhode Island...| 117,988 16,692 | 134,680 
Connecticut....| 587,739 175,608 | 780,723 
New York..... 2,982,638 84,829 | 4,022,206 
New Jersey....| 517,854 100,840; 618,694 
Pennsylvania...) 2,080,929 329 | 2,845,258 
Delaware...... 104,010 17,264 | 121,274 
Maryland...... 570,726 161,588 | 790,694 
Virginia. ...... 1,044,246 778,906 | 1,870,052 
North Carolina,| 733,423 413,660 | 1,162,371 
South Carolina.) 602,256 275,548 | 877,804 
Georgia........ 278,024 498,626 | 776,650 
Plorida.... +... 47,112 86,612 | 175,324 
Alabama....... 429,978 353. 879,990 
Mississippi.....| 78,002 282,756 | 360,758 
Louisiana...... 48,516 156,676 | 220,896 
Arkansas ...... - 1,556 | 231,556 
Tennessee..... 513,452 502,320 | 1,015,773 
Kentucky...... 586, 526,824 | 1,158,816 
OO... .ccecere 1,005,369 617,358 | 1,669,877 
Michigan ...... 112,088 97,416 209 
Indiana........ 196 268 487,814; 705,082 
INinois.... .... 236 ,522 293,278 ; 
Missouri....... 79,508 184,184 | 263,692 

Total; ...<000 16,400,651 |587,137/8,540,169 |25,527,957 





Thus it will appear that but a part of the im- 


| provements will be withdrawn to enable the De- 
| partment still to rely exclusively on its own 


resources, as the annual transportation will still 
be, after the Ist January next, 1,902,936 miles 
more than it was on the Ist July, 1832. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, i. 
obedient servant, Ww: T. BARRY. 











From the American Sentinel. 
THE LAND BILL. 
The President’s veto on this bill (which 


| city lately, but the firemen 

















not it intended as a part of the revenue 
of the United States in general, and not 
for the advantage of any State in partic- 
ular? If the revenue were thus despoiled 
or defalcated by applying the resources 
arising from these public lands to any 
other purposes than that of supporting the 
General Eeetecaeans of the Union, would 
not the deficit thence arising compel an 
impost of another kind for a supply or 
succedaneum? How, then, could it be 
for the advantage of any State or States, 
not desiring a fraudulent preference, to 
| seek to despoil the general revenue in one 
branch which must be compensated by 
some other means? And is not the rev- 
|enue arising from public lands less op- 
| pressive in its being levied than almost 
any other accessible source of revenue? 
| But what right has any State to expect or 


y oh 
| them, seeing the necessity which induced the meas- | demand a bonus or dividend of the net 


ure, have readily declared their cordial acquies- 


proceeds of the public lands revenue, 
which is joint, not individual, property? 
| Even if a dividend were effected for a 
short period for specific purposes of im- 
provement in some States, would that 
alienation or dividend be constitutional, or 
would it be expedient, since unfortunately 
expediency, not integrity or justice, has 
become the order of the day? 

No: let the revenue of the public lands 
form an unalienable portion of the revenue 
of the General Government; and let us 
not degenerate into the absurd practice of 
robbing Peter to pay Paul; for though our 
revenue in this year is in happily flourish- 
ing condition, we cannot hope for the same 
surplus funds in any subsequent year, 
when the income arising from the reduced 
scale of tariff. duties will inevitably de- 
crease these funds. So that it is much 

aes being thus forewarned and fore- 


armed, to maintain the fidelity of the general 

revenue; to apportion the surplus funds 
to meet the likely demands hereafter of 
the General Government; and thus to ob- 
viate the necessity of again resorting to an 
excessive and oppressive increase in the 
tariff duties—which has already alienated 
the affections of many portions of the 
| Union, exposed the integrity of Congress 
to plausible suspicion, and the integrity of 
the Union to a contemplated rupture. — 








There have been two or three fires in the 
put them out 
so, quick that we could learn nothing about 
them. In no city in the world, .we will 
venture to say, does there exist a fire 
department so well drilled or so active as 


we published in the Sentinel of yesterday) || that of Cincinnati. There is no chance 


will satisfy every disinterested mind in the 
community, The sketch given of the 


_manner whereby the United States were 


first: put in possession of these lands is in- 
teresting and judicious, and demonstrates 
that they had originally been ceded specifi- 
cally to pay the debt created by the rev- 


_ olutionary war, and as a sourceof revenue, 


evidently, therefore, intended to constitute 
an integral part of the national income. 
Can the income thus devoted to a special 
purpose be alienated in good faith? Is 





] fora fire when they take it in hands. We 


shrewdly suspect that they could have ex- 
tinguished the late meteoric phenomenon, 
| if they had tried it.— Cincinnati Rep. 


Governor Hayne, in his message to the 
Legislature of South Carolina, complains, 
in the same sentence, of the removal of 


| the ruffian Randolph and of the late Sec- 


_retary of the Treasury. Mr. Duane must 


feel himself highly complimented by the 
association. Albany Argus. 
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